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As ive have stated in '■ Prefatoi^ Eemarks " that we were 
opposed to eiiiigrotion to Honducas, it may be necesaarj for U3 
to say that we havp, ia the following account, given a descrip- 
tion of what we saw, faithfully, and as liiv as possible without 
pi'ejiidicc?. 

It was our intention to pnhliBh "lr'rel'at«J7 Kemaiks" at the 
time the article was written, (October 7, 1867,) but we resevyed it 
for publication in connection with what we should see in Hon- 
duras, which is done without altering a word, or the erasure of a 
single line. 

Warren Oo,, Miss., ) (it.t AWrva ^jwii'Ti' 

AprihisfiB.i UIArtLte bWh.il. 
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IPrefatory Remarks. 



Several friends and relatives eotettaiDing the i^ea of visiting- 
Belize, (British Honduras) , commimicated their intentions to me 
and expressed a wish that I should accompany them, which I 
could not consent to do ; but promised to think of tbe matter 
and to give them an answer before their departure, feeling eatis^ 
lied they had not fully determined to go ; but being assured that 
they would go I at Isst consented to accompany thcra, provided 
nothing should occur to prevent. If they go, it is for the par- 
pose of endeavoring to convince themselves that it is a better 
country than this, aud for the purpose of establishing themselves 
there if they flod the country auch as they believe it to be. If I 
go, it will he for tie purpose of gratifying those who desire my 
company, and with no fixed determination to make it my homer 
but on the coatrary, with every feeling of oppositjon to that por- 
tion of the earth's surface. We at present know hut little of 
Beliae, and even I may find auffieient inducement to go to that 
country ; but at present, if asked whether I think it would ba hot- 
ter to make the change, would answer with a decided n^ative. 
We have every reason to believe that country to be covered 
with jungle and lagoons, from which, the exhalation of phos- 
phuretted and Oarhuretted hydrogen gas, consequent upon tlie 
decomposition of animal and vegetable matter, must be so great 
as almost to prevent the poaaibility of strangers escaping its 
influence, and aufiering from a malaria that will produce remit- 
tent, intermittent and pernicious fevers. This it is reasonable to 
espect ; and how many of those who must necessarily under- 
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go this Mclimatiou will ever enjoy in futare the health whici 
was theira in our own country ? 

The latitude is farther soath and Dearer the equator, and it is 
a well authenticated fact that it is more desirable in a Hygienic 
point of view to remove from a warm to a cold climate, in a 
majority of instances, than from a northern to a latitude nearer 
the equator. 

Here most of us are acclimated, "and if taken sick we have 
physicians who are acquainted with the diseases of our section, 
and our peculiar idiosynoracies, and consequently there would 
bo a better chance of our recoYery than would be the case in 
another latitude, however skillful the treatment of our ease 
might he, if unaccompanied by the ciroumstaaoes above named. 
Here we have friends who will rejoice with as in our prosperity, 
and who will sympathize with m in our misfortunes, which we 
can uot espect in a strange land. In a word, this is home ; a 
land that is ours ; doubly ours ; having been bequeathed to ns 
by our fbrefathers, who sacrificed their lives in the war of the 
revolution, and by those who so i-eoontly died in the vain attempt 
to place our section in a position of independence. Should this 
counti'y not be clearer than ever to us because of these reflections? 
Should we not remain here and keep forever green the graves of 
departed herora, or should we desert a !and that has been bought 
at such a price, and forget the suffering and privation ot those 
who are now beyond reach of our sympathy, and whom no word 
of encouragement can reach, but whose memories wa should 
cherish, and whose deeds we should keep forever fresh in our mem- 
ories? Should wa forget the midnight bivouac and scanty meal, 
with the cold wet ground for our bed and the canopy of heaven 
our only covering ? the long and tiresome marches, through rain, 
snow and ice, with naked feet and r^ged clothing ? Should we 
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banish tbe recollection of all this from our minds, and leave blank 
the place now occupied by such hallowed memories ! No, let us 
deliberate well before we leave our homes. It is a serloua matter 
ftt any time, and particularly so at the present. It is a step that 
shonid not be taken without the most careful and exhaustive con- 
Mderation, and until we are satiBlied the change will be greatly to 
our advantage. Immediately after the close of the war, a distin- 
guished confederate general, in a letter to myself, stated it to be 
his determination to go to Meiico should it be necessary for him 
to leave here, yet at the same f e stated 't to be h's determina- 
tion to remain here as Ion" ai he could ind si d he would ad- 
vise all to do so as long as t co ild i lone w th h nor imd 
safety. 

At the time of receiving tb s letter I contemplated going to 
Mexico, but the whole current of mj thoughts was changed, 
and I almost came to the positive ceaclusmu to remain here as 
lotig as it could be done with " honor and safety." Since then, 
events have rapidly transpired which have been of a character 
to almost justify a determination to change, yet such was not 
ciy feeling at the time the contemplated trip was made Imown 
to me, nor is it at present ; though, under a certain condition of 
things, any land might possibly be bettor than our own, which 
condition has not jet arrived, and I sincerely hope it may never 
be our misfortune to witness. Since the late war, thousands 
have left this country with the view to bettering their condition, 
tind many more contemplate leaving, notwithstanding the fact 
that few, if any, of all who made the change have been able 
to render such an account of their new homes as to induce their 
friends to follow. Many have gone, and more will go without 
giving the subject the consideration it demands, but make the 
leap in the dark, and without cnlcuiatiug the result if they tiiil to 
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leap the chasm, and should reach, the bottom of an unfathomEible 
abyss of fatnte misery, want and siifi'ering'. We have 'from tima 
to time been visited by so called agents of foreign and more 
fevored lands (?) who, in too many instances care vei'y little what 
ultimately becomes of their dupes so long as their own coffers are 
filled, and who have studied the most attractive means to remove 
any objection to the section they pretend to represent that may 
be raised by those who are opposed to emigrating. They repre- 
sent to the lazy and indolent that, by emigrating to their chosen 
apot they will find a counti'y go favored by nature, and in which 
the spontaneous pro3uotiou3 of the soil are sa varied and boun- 
tiful, aa to preclude the necessity of labor, and to the more 
grasping and avaricious they represent that a fortune is in store 
for them, and when acquired they will be enabled to succcssfally 
establish themselves where they please. These two classes of 
persona are of little, if any, use anywhere, and can be very well 
spared from our own " Sanny South " ; but there is another 
class that is being induced to leave as, who will, if they re- 
main, contribute largely by their energy and industry in doing 
all that can bo done towards re-eatablishing ns in a condition of 
independence, and to a great extent recuperate our now shat- 
tered fortunes. It is this latter portion of our people that we 
desire should remain, and not be led astray by the " wolf in 
sheep's clothing," It cannot be questioned that at this time the 
whole country is in a condition of greater pecuniary prostra- 
tion than we have ever before realized, and that our section 
aeems to have reached so low a point as almost to have passed 
the limit that will justify the hope of recuperation ; yet we are 
satisSed " when things get to their worst they generally im- 
prove," and in this reflection there is room for a little hope, if 
not for great buoyancy of spirits. It is to be regretted that 
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the time of improvement in our circumatancea ig in the dim and 
distant future; so far, indeed, tbat we are unable to penetrate 
the gloom bj wliich we are eurrounded, and throiogh which 
there ia scarcely i gleam of light to direct iis on our way. The 
work of a. people in recaperating their condition after 
such los'ies as we 1 aTC sustained, in a finaaciai point of view 
only, mu'it netessaidy 1 e 'low, and require time for its consnm- 
mation but w th u'j it can safely be eaid there is no foundation 
ou whii,h to bnild, or at least it is of such a character as to 
pievent om rearing a Bnperfltriii,ture that will promise dura- 
bility and satisfaUion Wt are deprned of our former labor 
byotem that enabled ua to increase our -vi ordly possessions and 
enrich the North ind aie now compelled to depend upon a 
3v=fem ct labor that prevents thopD^isibility of our raising our 
great staple prO(3uctions at a price that will prove remu- 
nerating Our cotton that at one time enabled ua to contri- 
bute so mach towards defraying the expenses of the G-overn- 
Tuent can do so no longer, and those who have been engaged in 
its cultivation since the war mu'it dsooitinue it.as loss has 
attPLided neirif eiery effort to produi,e t by our own people 
y ho were ai-qiiamted w Ih the plant and a like want of sac- 
ce'ii 1 as attend d the tnah made h\ tho'ie h ho have come from 
• thcr sections and whi knew but iittle oF its cultivation, and 
whose capital was the only advantage they possessed over us. 
Again it IS well known that Europe no longer looks to thia 
CO intry for ita supply ot cotton and that we have lost control 
of the cotton markets oi the world which was not the case 
before the war. We are without capital, and very few are will- 
ing to invest their means in our section during the present dis- 
turbed condition of our affairs. 

The destruction of our great planting interests has reduced 
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us to ft eonsuming, instead of being, as formerly, a produciDg- 
people, and we cannot expect for & long time to come tliat wc 
wiii occupy any other position. Tlie history of the world pro- 
duces sufficient evidence by the esperience of all who have gone 
before us, that a people to be prosperous must have the balance 
of trade in tlioir favor, or at least there shoalii not be such a 
difference as at present exists between ourselves and the rest of 
the world. If wc cannot raise the staples it was formerly our 
■custom to produce iu such quantity, and at such price as to 
■enable us to goToro the markets that required tliom for con- 
sumption, it may be well to ask what we can raise. There can 
be no doubt of our ability to produce all, or nearly all we may 
require to subsist upon, but what can we raise for export, and 
thereby prevent the esoeswve balance of trade being against us 
-that we knowj to have been the case daring the past three 
years? The queatJon is moreeasily asked than answered. The 
successful cultivation of the soil will .insure prosperity in every 
business and pursuit, and a failaro will produce a corresponding 
or proportionate depression in every occupation the human 
family is engaged in^ Although we have a climate as genial as 
any on earth, and a soil as rich, we must come to the unfor- 
tunate conclusion that our agricultural parsaits must languish 
for a time, and during that time we must remain a consuming 
people, and consequently be poorer to-day than wo were yes- 
terday. For every evil there is a remedy, if we only knew iiow 
and when to apply it, and all who read these pages are as 
capable of applying it as myself, and it is hoped, more so****** 
These thoughts are suggested by the fact of our having been 
almost entirely engaged in planting, and but comparatively 
little in laanu Picturing, and show plainly how poor we have be- 
come as a people. This condition causes many to look about 
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them to endeavor to fix upon some spot where they may have a 
more favorable prospect of mating a living than at present seems 
to be the case here. The primary cause of the dissatisfaction 
of our people, and the canse of every evil we are now anbjeoted 
In is, the political atmosphere of the country, and 00 apparent 
prospect of ita changing for the better at an early day. We 
are politically nothing — taxed beyoDcl precedent — denied repre- 
sentation—almost deprived of the ability to pay taxes, and 
without a voice in the formation of those laws by which we 
arc to be governed— the party in power striving by every 
means in its power to place an inferior race in a pt«ition of 
political importance, and to even elevate to social equality a 
pacplo it was undoubtedly the intention of our Creator should 
occupy a position below us, and be under oar direction as cer- 
tainly as it was His intention that the superior shoald control 
the inferior. This is ft gloomy array of evila, and should it not 
rather caoae us to buchle on our armor and to make a powerful 
olfort to keep this country under the control of white men? 
There are thousands of our friends who must permanently 
abide here, come weal or come woe ; and should we not feel it 
incumbent upon us to remain and engage in that political con- 
test for supremacy which must eome sooner or later, and prehapa 
at an early day ! a struggle that will be more fiercely contested 
than any we have gone through when the snllen boom of artil- 
lery, the rattle of musketry, and the dying groans of our friends 
and relatives were heard — a contest fraught with more moraentr 
ous issues than it has ever been the duty of a nation before to en- 
gage in, as it will settle the question whether we are to be slaves 
or freemen — whether we are to be governed by intelligence, or by 
an ignorant population, whose principal ideaofliberty seems to 
be that it consists in the removal of every restraint, the absence 
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10 A TRIP 

of all law. Let us make a determined effort to save the old ahip 
that has weatbered 30 maoy storms, and is now in the brealters, 
and in danger of being dashed ia pieces, and not say we care not 
who ia at the helm, or how fiercely the atorm ragos. If, after 
naing every means at our command, the vessel is wrecked, we 
may then seize a plank and trust to the Giver of all Good to 
waft ns to a harbor of safety , 

What have we yet done to check the current that soems 
hurrying us to destruction 7 Nothing, simply nothing ; and the 
idea that we are too weak, ia too feeble an argument for men to 
use who have undergone what we have fiom 1861 to the pieaent 
time. What we have done since the close of the wai ha^ en- 
couraged the radical party to make greater demands thin they 
would have thought of making, bnt for our conoessioas fiom 
time to time. 

We have taken counsel from our fears, and havo done too much 
through policy, a fniit that has a most inviting exterior, but 
within is bitter indeed. Let us in future claim all we feel we are 
entitled to, and contend for it with all our power ; again I say 
iet us do our duty, and if we are overtaken and overpowei'ed, let 
every true and honored southron be prepared to exclaim, 
" Shake not thy gory locks at me ; thou can'st not say I did it," 
and let him gather, together the fragments he may have saved 
from the wreck, leave the home of his childhood, the graves of his 
kindred, and seek some land where he may have the satlslaction 
of rearing his children in the midst of those who hive feelings in 
common with them, and with wl om they may assoc ate on terms 
ofec^nality. We have sacrificed nea ly o r ent re jropertyin 
the vain endeavor to better our cond t on and let si ow to 
the world our williogQess to mal e otl er and g ej,ttr sac ifioes, 
bat not to the end that radical sm shall t le th s land— the 
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tairest of earth, and surrender to those who arc iu every way un- 
fitted to occupy it, the heritage of our fathers. 

No, rather than this should bo, better, for better that this 
land should sink, and that waves of oceau should roll over what 
was once a happy and a prosperous country— that the map of 
the world should show no spot once occupied bj our territory — 
our names be a myth — our requiem be the howling winds and 
the roaring waves, and our dirge the scream Jof the gdlin his 
passage over our rained homra and unknown graves. Better* 
far better that all save honor and the immorta,! soul should be 
lost, than that party whose motto seems to be equality, in every 
sense in which it can be used, should 'prevail. We can aoooni- 
plish something, and let us do what we can ;" and if we fail, we 
wiii have the proud consolation of knowing we made every effort 
to keep our country in the enviable position it has hitherto ocea- 
pied among the nations of the earth. If despite our exertions to 
the contrary, our country should be brought to thohnmiliating fact 
of equality of races existing among us — when an inferior holde 
public position, and even serve in the capacity of represenfativra 
of the people, or when we are solisfiecl this will be tiie result of 
what is now transpiring, it will be well to surrender this land to 
our persecutors, and time will make known whether they have 
acted well or wisely. Let each and every one do what seemeth 
unto him best, keeping in view the fact that there is still 
a, duty for all to perform, and which should be accomplished, if 
possible, regardless of what the consequences miy bo We have 
work to do not for ourselves only, but for generations yet unborn, 
and who will hardly tliinh of us with veneration if we fai! to 
eiert ourselves in this crisis in a manner commensumtp with the 
iwportance of the questions involved. It may be too late to ac- 
complish good, but it can never be too lafeto make the attempt, 
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12 A TRIP 

Under certain cireuiiiatances it will be seen I favor Pinigiatinn 
and tliis may be the moat laTorable time for such a movement' 
At oil events, I shall, on my return from Belize, pnhlish all the 
information gathered in that country, and if it servM as a guide 
to even one in the formation of an opinion aa to what is best to 
be done, some little good may be accompliahed. 

It is my intention to get information from the most reliable 
sources, and to describe as nearly as poasible what is aeen, and as 
the trip is not for purposes of speculation, I hope to be able to 
give a correct, though condensed account of that distant land in 
every particular that promises to be of profit to those who con- 
template making it their future residence. «»»»*»* 

This is the land of my birth and where I had hoped to 
be able to live in the peaceful enjoyment of my own. It has 
been my desire here to be buried, and that my ashes migbt 
mingle with those of my Itindved, but it may be otlierwiso 
ordained, and be my lot io repose in a land far distant from the 
scenes of my childhood ; and if so, I will a&t the anchor of hope 
in such waters as my destiny may waft me to, over trnsting in 
Him who " doeth all things well," to carry me safely through my 
earthly pilgiimage and finally to a haven of eternal rest. 

Warren Co., Miss., Octolar It!,, 1867. 



h,GtX)^le 



13 i: ^ lEi. "X". 



Decbmbbb 26tb. — Our pattj, according lo agreewent, left 
" Old Warren " this morning by rail for Belize, via New Orleans, 
thoujfh two of our number remain bebind and will follow by the 
next steamer, if we do not give Bach a representation on our 
arrival at our point of destination, aa to make it nnnecessai'v for 
them to come, as we can write by return of steamer, being in- 
formed aiie lies at Belize several days. We reached New Oi'leans 
in safety, at 8 A. M., and are now located at the St. Charles. 
Never before have I had such feelings as possess me at this time 
I know not how to e-xpress thera. It is certainly nothing new 
for me to be absent fi-om home, the late war having necessitated 
that from its beginning to its end, with the exceptiou of a few 
days ; but this trip oppresses me with feelings of sadness. What 
am I about to do 1 To leave my native land, it is hoped, for a 
short time, but to engr^ ia a tour of observation for the benefit, 
I trust, of many, but not with the desire or intention to influence 
auy. Not having inaugurated this expedition, as stated in my 
prefatory remarks, and repreaentmg othen, it is my eiinest rt ah 
to give a clear and unvarnished statement of all I see and ill 
that is heard from i-eliable souices evei preferrmg lu nccular 
demonstration, when possible to repiLsentatioas of any Jno not 
because of a want of confidence in my fellow man oi fear of 
being deceived, feeling satisfied that bach lottei-s as we (.arrj 
will place as properly before tlie official bnt because such in 
formation can not fail to be of j, moie gratifymg ch'jiacter t 
those who desire facts, inteimmgied with no portion of hction 
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In the nioming otir party will proceed to get together such 
articles as we may need for tlie trip, Dot trusting to our getting 
anything at Belize. 

December 27tli. — To-day was spent in completing our outfit, 
aud in obtaining letters, in which latter midertakiiig we were 
very iiiueli assisted by Gfeneral B., who aeciired for us an iiitro- 
dnotior. to the British Consul, and a letter from him direet to hi'; 
Excellency the Governor of Honduras. 

Dbcbmbbr 28th, — Not having quite completed our airausL 
msnta on yesterday, we are making a finish to-day, and rnubt bf 
on shipboard by 5 P. M., according to advertisement, thongli 
there is no absolute necessity for hurry on that account as they 
are known noi to ba quite as punctual as the srai. Oui pur- 
chases being completed, and on board at 4 o'clock, we left the 
hotel for the steamer Trade-Wind, expecting to bo in the gulf 
before morning.. The vessel was ready to sail by 7 o'clock, but 
a dense fog rising, we lay at the pier all night, ranch to our dis- 
appointment, as we are anxious to get foi'ward as rapidly as pos- 
sible, but we mast accept the situation as additional evidence of 
the faJlibiltty of human calcnlat on wh ch we cau ailelj lo w th 
out fear of being opp(ffied by this clo 1 of vapor tor anv le tl 
of time. Would we could say as n nch ot tl t clo d vh c! 
obscHi-es in its sable folds onrpol teal 1 orizo a 1 n w sec 
threatening to vei! the star of hoi ewth '^ ^ ^ ^"^^ P'^" *■' 
first produces not a disiigi'eeat ie sc sat on of cl ill ea. I t ti 
latter penetrating the inmost recesses of tlia heart and causing a 
degree of cold tliat cannot be i-emoved by any ordinaiy means. 

December 29th.— This morning we find oui-selves still at the 
pier, but not without hope of being able to get off in an hour ot 
two. The fog disappearing at 1. 45 A. M., we left onr moorings 
and may now consider ourselves on our way. This being Sun- 
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day, we had Diyiiie Service ; the Bev Mr Morrill, of Tezas, 
preacli lag, who, although over sixly years of age if unhia nap to 
a new country, and though in feeble health, does not feat to 
brave any hardship he may have to eocounter oi anj prnatino 
he may be called upon to suffer. In the evening we bad a dis 
course from the Eev. Mr. Pearce, of Missi^ipp:, who is on board 
with his family, and goes for the purpo^ of locating, though h? 
haii never seen the country. His faith and determination can- 
not but be admired, though I confess that it would require more 
than tho writer ever had or ever expects to possess, to iiidnce a 
move of the samekind. It is perhaps best that the Pioneer shoui<t 
sever every connection with his former home, and then, if din- 
satisfied with a new country at first, he will remain and eventually 
become reconciled to those cusbsms and things that at fimt made 
an unfavorable impression, and might have induced a departure 
from a land that promised less than was expected. To-day has 
been gloomy, with rain, which increased as the day advanced, 
and as we come to anchor, just inside the bar, there is every ap- 
pcarancoof a storm. Here we must lay till morning; it being 
impossible to go over the bar to-night. 

Our careful commander informs us it is possible we may have 
to remain at oar anchorage for several hours in tlie morning. 

Dbcbmbbk aOlh.— This morning it ia cloudy, cool and windy, 
and our captain has determined to remain till the middle of the 
day, ii the weather doea not sooner improve ; he represents 
1 be outside to be pretty rough, witli the wind in its present di- 
rection. Thei'e are many on board who would prefer smooth 
ivatei-, and though they were anxious to leave the Crescent City, 
and have shown some impatience at each delay, are now willing 
to abide by the decision of one who has the reputation of being 
an excellent seaman ; all fearing sea-sickness, which is anything 
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lose who have experienced ifa effects state 
that when under its influence, is the best possible time for a man 
to take his departure to the land of spirits, and a person suffering 
from it will not unfrequently request to be rolled overboard, 
with tlie view of trying the waler-cure. We trust our knowl- 
edge of it may be confined to what we have heard, not feeling 
anxious to verify those statements. By the way, we have been 
told by the initiated, it is not a bad plan to take a little spirits 
to prevent nausea. Not having tried it, can say nothing of its . 
efficacy, but we can all add oar testimony to the fact that the 
prescription is not a bad one, and having a supply of the medi- 
cine with us, it is not improbable we may try it. We have also 
been informed tliat champagne is very good for tlie same pur- 
pose, but as our finances are net in as healthy a condition as in 
former days, as "Bill Ai'p" said, when asked what state he lived 
in, " The less we say about that the tietter." 

At 11 o'clock, the wind having died away, and our pilot being 
on board, we weighed anchor and again pursued our way to 
the South-West pass, through which we make our entrance to 
the Gulf. We found a heavy sea outside, which soon caused 
sea-sickness with most of those who were for the first time being 
tossed upon tlie "briny deep." The writer was one of tlie first 
to succumb, notwithstanding the remedy above spoken of, and 
the most powerful exercise of the will in connection. There was 
no wish for the table during that day or the next, or the next, 
and the dinner bell was even resorted to with no efl'ect. It is 
perhaps well enough to state here, that those who contem- 
plate making a sea voyage for the first time should be tho- 
roBghly impressed with the fact that they are about to leave 
home, and home comforts, and shou'd prepare themselves in every 
way possible to meet the exigencies that may arise, and not 
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trnst to obtaining them on shipboaid as thosp nlio hue cutitiol 
of vessels are oetei3 upon by tlie sauiL lafluLUces that i,oiitrnl 
peraons in other Bitaations in life, and feel that to provide foi 
themselves is the first step, and, peihaps, with too man^ the !a^t 
that should be taken. Let all be proiided with sach ssoiple 
medicines as they are in tlie habit of nsing atliome,with lemon'., 
or sugar of lemon, which is veiy convenient, spoons, mngs, 
crnshed sugar, ale or porter, and a small quantity of such liquora 
and wine as they may prefer , feeling satisfied thj,t by such 
means much suffering will be prevented : and even should the 
articles not be ased and it shonld be necessary to (brow them 
awayj the loss can not be great. Five gallons of water and, if 
possible, some ico, would not be out of place in a voyage from 
&'ew Orlsans to Belize. 

Dbcejibbb 31st,~The weather is cloudy, aud with a good 
breeae and steam, we ai-e making very good headway, and we 
earnestly hope to make a quicli trip. Vei'yfew persons are able 
to be abont, nearly all being confined to their berths. We have 
over one hundred passengers on board, with quite a number of 
ladies and children among them, and when mother and child 
arc both sick, the poor little one sadly feels the loss of the 
parent's seething influences. 

Jandari 1, — We arc still tossed upon the waves and very 
few are in condition to. eat a New Tear's dinner, if within 
i-each, but nothing is heard of any such preparation. For a 
time, though we are to be separated from our homes, and to be 
surrounded by a waste of waters, which we may not inappropri- 
ately consider emblematic of the present condition of our un- 
fortunate and oppressed South, which seems separate from the 
world, and to occupy no political position, and which is lashed 
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by angry political waters which threaten the deatrnction of tlie 
old Ship of State, we are united in our iieterminatioD to carve 
out for our friends and selves some plan by which we may have 
a voice in the "laws bj which we are governecl," though of course 
we CMinot expect to act io that direction any further than to fpve 
evidence of what will promote our welfare, aod trust to the kind- 
ness of those in whose midst we may be, to feel and to exercise 
sufficient charity towards us, to cause them, in some measure, to 
provide for our political wants. 

Januykt2— We find m our little vessel many gentlemen 
fiom Louisiana Arkansas Mississippi and from other Southern 
State who before the war were in affluent circumstances, and 
consequentlj removed fiom the necessity of performing any 
liind of manual labor now express their willingness to do, 
as fii aa tiipy are <vble whatever may be neces'iary to en- 
able them to miLe a support for themselves and families. 
We hiie a moot excellent list of passengers, and have been very 
foitamte in foiniingaparty for exploration, consisting of some 
of the best men it has ever been our fortune to meet with. All 
seem firmly imprrased with the necessity for a change, and tht 
determination they evince, and the willingness they e.\pres.>i in 
combat any hardship they may have to encounter, and tn o\l'i- 
come all obstaelos that may be presented, is a pretty good evi- 
dence that success is likely to attend their effotta, oi at least 
affords us reasonable hope that such will be the final result. 

Jahuaby 3, — The weather still contiauea somewhat cloudy, 
which is fortunate for us, as the temperature is lower in conse- 
quence, though we have at no time aincB leaving New 
Orleans fonnd it as high as in that city. Indeed, though ne 
are approaching the equator, the remarkable fact has ii 
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all, that the heat is less oppressive from day to day, To- 
morrow we should be at Belize, but the prospect now is that wc 
will not roach our destination before the next day, Patience is 
a virtue, but all are extremely anxious to get where more frec:- 
dom of locomotion may be enjoyed. 

January 4.— To-day the hitherto unbroken and monotonous 
blank has been broken by the appearance of land, and a1I are 
cheered by the sight, and now feel satisfied this is the last day 
of our voyage, which has already extended to a greater leogtli 
than any of us could have wished. Before leaving our homes, 
we were informed the trip would occupy four days ; by the 
time we reach New Orleans, five days, which by the time we 
reached the mouth of the river had extended to six, and our an- 
fortnnate experience is that seven are I'cquired ; at least snch 
has been the time on our passage, we having cast anchor this 
evening, at about 6 o'clock, off the town of Belize, British 
Honduras, and step number one may now fairly be considered 
terminated. 

Before leaving the scene I feel it to be my duty to speak in 
terms of praise of our purser, Oi'l. Hjrjiey, wlio is aii ex- 
cunfcderate, and a whole-souled, liberal g'entlenmn ; and of 
Mr. Beoville, chief enginier of the Lioat, through wbwe kind- 
ness we were supplied with one of ihe best rooms on the vessel, 
he having with & spirit of liberality and self denial rarely wit- 
nessed in these days of selfishness, resigned to oar nse his own 
room, thereby subjecling himself to inconvenience, but we sin- 
cerely hope, not to discomfort. May he never feet the want of a 
friend, and may his pilgrimage through life be attended with as 
few obstructions as fall to the lot of man. We will ever hold 
him in grateful remembrance. We are all anxious to get ashore 
to-night, but having made earnest efforts to do so, and failing, 



h,Gtx)^le 



20 A TRIP 

must rest content till nioj-tiing. One tiling is consoling, liow- 
ever, we are in smooth water, compared with what we have 
passed over, and the vessel being still, have the prospect of a 
good iiights's rest, which will be worth something to ns, and in- 
deed is much needed by all. 

January 5. — We socceeeded in getting aslioi-e this raocning 
by 9 o'clock, and finding no hotel for oar acconimodiition, for- 
tnnately made arrangements with Mr. Mahler, an old resident 
■of the place, to provide for our wants, which bo did daring our 
stay here, in good style ; taking the house formerly occupied 
for the same purpose by Mr. Ware. From this location we 
have a beautiful view of the Boy, and have nothing in front to 
obstruct the breeze, which is trnly delightful. 

jANUARif 6 — To-day we have an opportunity of looking 
around us, and must say our impressions of Belize, from report, 
have been very different from the realify. 

We find a very well built town of about 7000 inhabitants, 
and doing a very considerable business. The houses are mostly 
one story, bat we will give hereafter a full description of the 
place and its snrcoandiugs. We to-day formed a party for par- 
poses of exploration, consisting of the following gentlemen, who 
were passengers on tlie Trade Wiud : 

liev. Levi Pearce of Sharon, Miss issippi. 

Col. J. F. Harrison of Tensas, Louisiana. 

IJanl. Hwett of.Vicksburg, Miss. 

Dr. G. P, Frlerson of DeSoto, Louisiana. 

Dr. O. A. Frierson 

Dr. E. F. Gi-ay of Opelousas, " 

Capt. W. Buchnei- of Tensas, 

J. S. Peak of Ohieot, Arkansas. 

B. V. Frierson of DeSoto, Loiiisiaiia. 
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T. 0. Frieraoii '■ " 

T. F. Owen of Catahoula, " 

Tlios. P. Kune of Jackson, '' 

T. P. Morris of Batesville, Arkaasaa. 

Ohaa. Swett ofWavren Co.,MiEa. 

and last, though not an unimportant personage, Wm. Owens, an 
"American citizen of African descent," who accomi«niea;Ool, H. 
to serve him in the capacity of cook, being an old seryaut of 
the Colonel. We to-day visited Mr. Jas. M. Putnam, formerly 
of the U. S., and who is at present acting as agent for (he firm 
of Messrs. Young, Toledo & Co., of Belize, in the sale of their 
lands, and through his kindness receiTed an introduction to 
Messre. McDonald and Harrison, mho are in charge of the 
business of the flrai at this place. Our interview was very 
pleasant, and we found these gentlemen ready to grant every 
facility in their power to enable as to carry to a suocessfal issue, 
the objects of our mission. We were also introduced by Mr. F. 
to Mr. Matho, with whom we spent a very pleasant hour in the 
evening, and obtained from him some very interesting facts con- 
nected with bis experience as a sugar planter, which we regret 
to say has thus far not proved very profitable. 

J.iNUARY 7th.— Having letters to (jov. Longdon, we called 
upon his excellency to-day, being accompanied by Mr. P., and 
were very kindly received. While we were i.ot discouraged by 
tiie interview, we can say that Gov. Longdon did not at once 
accept as fact the many reports concerning the great agricultu- 
I'al and planting properties of the Colony, but gave ns every 
reason to believe that what could be done by Iho government, 
in conformity with its laws, to promote the wjlfare of emigrants, 
would be done, bat at the same time would offer no extraordin- 
ary inducements to emigrants. Some of our party believing 
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tbat they could become Britiah Subjects in its most extended 
sense, were informed by hia escelleiic^ that after they had se 
lected the country as their place of residence should thev make 
application for letters of catnraliaation they n onld be granted 
l)nt they would only entitle the lecipient to colonial piotection 
while in thecciony, and not to the protection of the Bntish Gov 
trnmeat when removed beyond the lim ts of the Colony Some 
were much disappointed at this as they had hoped by becom a^ 
citizens they would secure to themselves the guardiai aie ot 
certainly the best government on earth wherever thcj luglit 
be, so long as they claimed then home in Bt tish Houdu as 
Jawuaby 8th. — Being busy to iay in completing oui pie 
parations to explore the bush we agam co]ied ii icqnisition 
the aid of our friend, Mr. Putnam who is ever ready to 
assist all who visit Honduras to an extent that has and wili 
continue to fvoapaaa heavily upon his time though he seems able 
to, or at least does, the work of about thiee men Having 
deemed it beat to do so. have secured a schooner by chaiter to 
convey ua to any point we may desiie to (istt and foi an in 
definite length of time. Our paity being divided into com 
mittees, in order to facilicitate business we hope to Ite off to 
morrow. Since our arrival here the bieeze has been constantly 
bloMinfi very fi^hly from the bay and at night wo w£re lulled 
to sleep by its sighing through the lattice, the sound woull 
alternately vise to Eolian sweetness, and almost die away, which 
was peculiarly grateful to the feelings, and far from being un- 
pleasant to the ear ; but what pleasure was ever unalloyed, or 
contmned for any length of time without interruption ? The 
wind entirely died away at 8 o'clock this evening, and before 
ten changed to the north-west, causing an invasion of our 
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pveniiaea by sQeb a force of sand flies as to reader opposition 
futile, and ive were puniahed to a d^jee tlmt it is inipossitile for 
ns to make known, but will ever be remembered ; baing entirely 
without bars, except the writer, who was supplied with one 
made this morning, of muslin, but at the monient out of reach 
beciiuse needed. Suflioe it to saj for the preseot that, tbey gave 
no notice of tbeii" approach, came in immense force, and each in- 
dmlnal armed with what seemed to ua to be a red-hot needle, 
nhitb they used with a vigoi worthy of a better cause, ani3 
■; ivel to admonish the poor 'ei.-confecis" that it was still their 
destiny to suffer : ■. 

rA\irAB\ 9tb — Ihii morning the wind is blowing from the 

J positL direction sand flies are gone, and we will endeavor to 
lorftet the miseries of tlie past night, and more particularly, as 
1 e Lave determined not to be checked by any obstacle or an- 
lOjancB we may meet with hut to battle cheerfnliy every 
opposing cause in stiiying for the end we wish to attain. AJ- 
Ihoiitch n e had fully expected to make a start this morning, the 
leiy disagreeable information is imparted to lis that the vessel 
chiifa'ed jeaterdaj can not go and we are under tlie ueces- 

fy f gettmg anothei Foitunately, a schooner is in port ieom 
Hmoi whidi «o have engaged and which is now unloading, 
tlierefjre can leasonably expect to leave Belize in tlic distance 
ti-iiomw at luithest It nould have been better had wc 
Msitul the schoonei betoi chaitering her, but we did not, yet 
i l1 it oui diiy to mal e the following statement, in the hope it 
mnj bi, of some service ti those who may hereafter be situated 
I'l ^\s weie Between Omoa nnd Belize a considerable trade is 
iniiiel jn in swme, by means it schooners varying iu capacity 
fcoiaten to fifty tons the animals being pkced in the hold of the 
^tsel Tha schooner selected by m had just arrived with » 
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cargo of this description, and though an attempt was made iit 
cleauMDg, it became very apparent in the course of a day tbat 
the process might Lave been carried to much greater extent, 
wiUi decided advantage. 

January 10th. — -At 9 this morning we started for the 
schooner ".Three Sisters," of 11 tons, Oapt. Francisco Solai'o, 
which was anchorcfl about lialf a mile from shore, though the 
Captain and crew did not come aboai-d till 2.45, P. M.,whe[i we 
weighed anchor for Manatee Bar, eighteen miles distant, and a 
little west of south from Belize. The pilot who was to accom- 
pany US, came on boavij with the Captain, but without his know- 
ing it returned in the boat that brought them off. After sailing 
a mile, we came to anchor, and Capt. Solaro returned to Belize 
to investigate the condnct of the pilot. Being pleasantly located . 
and a delightful breeze blowing from the north-west, must 
exercise patience, oar stock of which we did not find excessive, as 
requTMtLon has to be made in that direction very frequently, for 
very large quantities, to be delivered in the very best ordei-, and 
immediately. At 3.i5 the Captain returned without the pilot, 
and we again weighed anchor and proceeded on our way without 
that individual, although we feel the necessity of having one, as 
our eoptsun does not know all the points we desire to visit. 
Having heard much of Spanish Honduras during our few days 
stay at Belize, several of our party desire to visit that couatiy, 
whatever may be the result of our present ti'ip, as it will occupy 
but a few days to do so, and we can then verity or disprove by 
ocenlai' demonstration the extravagant stories we have heard of 
theEepublic. Thermometer, F. 6 A.M., 72 ; 12 M., 821 ; OF. 
M.,82i. 

January Htb. — Finding that we conld not reach Manatee 
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Bii btfoie luht in coMequeice of our late start, Imvc coii- 
cluiJed to ^c on iiid vj^it it on our retura. At a reasoaable 
hour at ninht ni, disposed ouioclvcs for sleep; the older gentle- 
rien occupyinij tin foui beitba of tbe cabin, otbera takiog^ the 
I old of theiLsSLl and somi" Uhing' their bammocks, alung 
HI tl c n^iiig ourselt and one rthor taking the top of the 
cabin which was elevated a few feet above deck. At 12j all on 
de k were aroused by a showet delivered by a passing cloud, 
ind which eooled the atmoapheie to sueh an extent as to make 
Xvi ) blankets dec dedly comf jrtablp, and of course one each was 
flie extent of oni supply in that direction. As for the wetting 
we lece ved om experience m that way has been too ext«nsjve 
111 time past to give it a passing thoogbt. It being so very coqI 
we examined tbe tbermometer and to our astonishment found it 
to indicate 83*', although these is no breeze, and onr vessel is 
drifting with tlie current. This remarkable difference between 
actual, and from one's feelings, apparent temperature, we will 
revert to again when on the subject ot climale. 

JAKUAKy Ilth. — At 6 A. M, we were very near the mouth 
of North Stanu Creek, distant thirty-five miles ft'om Belize, and 
made for it in order to go ashore. At 7 we cast anchor, and 
visited a Oarib village located here, which we found to extend 
along the coast for the distance of half a mile, and to contain 
about 800 inhabitants, and a raetholist and a catliolic clraroh. 
Mr. Brown, the police officei of tbe place was absent, as was 
also the methodist minister therefoie we passed through the 
\illage and trusted to om observatioi for information. We 
found the bouses to be built about squaie, eighteen feet the 
usual size, and to be constructed of studding with cane of the 
country secured aci-oss them and filled with clay ; the roof being 
very steep, forming an equiiiteral triangle and being covered 
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with the split branches of the Cahoou palm. They have no 
chiraneys, no windows with glass, nor floorSr except those made 
of "mother earth." We here saw the manner in whidj the 
Cassava root is prepared for bread. {See description of that 
foot.) The root is grated and placed in a long tube, Of hag, 
five feet in length and four inches in diameter, whicli is suspended 
from a beairi till all sap of the root is drained from it, when it is 
sifted, made into calies which are two feet in diameter,, and one 
fourth of an inch thick, and bated. This is called Cassava or 
pilot bread, and will keep a very long time ; has a cream color, 
but though we have eaten much of it, do not think we would 
prefer it, under any circnnstancea, to the wheaten loaf or the 
corn cake of our country. Their graters and siftei-a we deem 
worthy of description, and are made as follows. The grater is a 
piece of mahogany 1 i inches thick, 18 inches wide and 2 J feet long, 
across which lines are drawn tliree-fonrths of an inch apart, which 
lines are divided along their length so that the division lines will 
run diagonally, and at each point of division a hole is punehecl 
and a pice of broken pebble driven in that will not be more than 
half the size of a pea, and the grater is complete^ The sifter is 
3 feet in diameter, and is made of split cane, through which the 
Cassava is rubbled by the hands, and not by shaking as with us. 
From eight to ten miles in rear of this place, though the distanci 
does not appear so great, thei-e is a range of high hills. The na 
fives plant at and near the base of those, and depend upon the 
Belize- market for the sale of all they have to dispose ol'. Th* 
coast is not more than two feet above the level of the sea, ihi 
watei's of which we well stocked with fish, if we can rely iipoi 
the statements of the natives. 

We also SJiw quite a quantity of fish drying across poles 
Wc Jiei-e fotind a dory, made of Spanish cedar, which i 
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36 feet ill leugtb, 7 feet wide, 3 feet deep, Ij inclies thick and 
elegantly modeled. After pnrchasing some oranges at 75 cents 
pei' hundred, we retorned to the vessel and at 9.20 A. M, 
weighed auclior for "All Pines," forty-five miles distant from 
Belize. The natives of the village just left were fonnd to be 
polite, and willingly answei'etl any questions we propounded, 
though they frequently manifested some surprise at onr ignorance 
of theif manners and costoms, and would laugh heartily at tmt 
description of the customs of our own country, and the differencea 
that existed among us. They could all speak English, and wo 
therefore had no difficulty in making ourselves understood. 
Cocoa Luits, oil from the cocoa nnt, and orangfa was all they 
offered for sale. 

On being asked why the oil was so white and thick, they re- 
plied, " it is because the weather is so cold ! " The thermometer 
at the time ranging as high as 76 ° . There being very littie 
bieeze we did not reich All Pines" till 2.25 P. M., where w& 
1 ncdiatcly ■went ashiif loi thi, pui'pose of visiting oue of the- 
ngai estates of Mi Maili6 We found Mr. Debraam, whose- 
sidence is on the coast immediately on landing, who received 
s Terv cordially and e\pressed his regret tliat he could not. 
firnifih us mth conveyance to the estate, three miles distant^ 
tlat evening there bein^ too many of us to accommodate thus 
ar on the limitecl notice gneu htm, and as we were anxioas to 
eLp moving at once proceeded on foot for the " Estate." Por 
>ne-halfthe distance from the coast to the "Estate" we fonnd 
he country at the time it was opened to have been covered with 
)ine, most of which had been made into lumber anc! sent to the 
iVest Indies by Mr. Debraam. There is quite a large store near 
,he coast, a very complete lumber mill, and a foundry, the pro- 
perty of the Estate. Over the distance between these two 
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points is a most excellent road, which, for about half the way 
has been thrown tip, at great expense, in order to avoid the rand 
of the wet season. The Estates, there being three in number, 
and not very far apart, Mr. Dcbraani superintends the whole, 
which are situated on the " Sittee " river, and twelve miles 
from the coast by water though only three by land. 

On our way up we saw many cattle, though they did not look 
so well as we had reason to expect in this land of perpetual 
pasturage. Mr. Aquet, Mr. Savage and Mr. Hanson, who are 
iii charge of different duties on the premises, very kindly gave as 
all the informalaoD we desired. What we here witnessed would 
certainly astonish a Louisiana sugar plantei\ The places were 
opened in 1863, and Mr, Debraam informed us he expected to 
make six thousand pounds of sugar per acre, and there being 
four huudi-ed acres in cultivation, it is a question for the 
juveniles to decide how much coffee it will sweeten. A gentle- 
man of our party who is well acquainted with the production of 
sugar, when told of the expectation as to yield, looked incredul- 
ous, but after making an examination of the growing crop, 
remarked that he was prepared to believe ten thousand pounds 
could be made to the acre if the yield should prove in proportion 
to the quantity of cane produced, taking the Louisiana yield as 
his basis. Plenty of the canes wei'C two and a halt inches in 
diameter and fifteen to twenty feet in length. The fields were & 
perfect mass of vegetation, the canes growing to a certain height, 
and under their own weight failing over and again growing up, 
forming curves not nnlilta the letter 8 when in this position m. 
Many of us were at first disappointed because of the cane not 
growing higher, and one of our party caught hold of a top which 
was not more than three feet above the ground, and asked one 
of the gentlemen in charge of the place if he called that sugar 
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cane ; nt the same time giving it a jei-k, when it developed the 
fact tliat tlivee feet was iiot its length, but eighteen, which 
proved satisfactory to all parties cocceiued. The buildings on 
tbe place are not coostructed of brick, and miglit be more pro- 
perly called Bheds, thongh coiistvucted in the most substantial 
manner, with galvanized corrugated iron roofing, and the ma - 
cliiiiery of the most costly and approved patterns. A very large 
sum baa been expended, and thus far no return for the outlay of 
eapiial. No plows are nsed in preparing the ground, but holes 
are Aag with a hoe or machete, in rows six feet opart and three 
fi'pt ill the drill, where the eane is planted in pieces fi'om eight 
inches to one foot in length, and when onea planted it is 
said to rattoon for fifteen years, and has been known to do so 
for a greater length of time. The best time for planting the 
cane i,' in October and November, though it may be planted at 
any time daring tlie rainy season — whleh is said to begin about 
the fii'st of June and to continue to the end of the year. 

The grinding is commenced in fi'om twelve to fourteen months , 
notwithstanding the statements tha,t have appeared in print that 
two and three crops can be made in a year. Having made use 
uf the word "Machete" for the first time, and its being an in- 
dispensable article in this country, it is as well to describe it here 
as elsewhere. (It is a heavy knife, from eighteen to twenty-four 
inches in length, and from two to two and a half inches in 
width, with a proportionate thickness, and is to tho native, his 
axe, his hatchet, his saw, his plow, harrow, shovel, spade, hoe, 
pruning knife and weapon of defense. They never go to the 
woods without it, and we have seen them cut asunder logs eight 
and ten inches in diameter with them, thongh of course the 
implement would have been broken in the hand of one of less 
experience.) We measured at " AU Pines " a Dorey that is 
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perhaps the lai'geat ia Honduras. It is thifty-five feet long, 
eight feet wide and four feet deep, and is to receive macbinery 
that will weigli two tnns, and be nsed between this point and 
Belize for the benefit of the " Estates." (See article on Boats) . 

On reaching the schooner, all werg very tired, having walked 
continually since leaving the vessel, though we have all been amply 
repaid for the investment of physical exertion, for it can safely 
be Baid we have had ocular demonstration of at least one of the 
wonders of this said to lie wonderful portion of the earth. Our 
next place of landing will be Soutlt Stanu Greek, fifty miles from 
Belize, and it heing close by, have determined to lay here to- 
night and make an early start in the morning. Thermometer 6 
A.M. 75i ; 12 M. 81 : 6 F. M. 30^. 

Jasuary 12th, — We weighed anchor at 5 A. M., and again 
cast anchor at South Stann Creek, near the i-esidence of Mr. C. 
Ohamberlin, who has a large body of land at this point, pur- 
chased of Mr. Math^. Mr. 0. formerly resided at Natchez, and 
though he has been in possession of a large property, had Ilia 
family living within reach of every luxury of life, and is now 
in possession of a much larger portion of this world's goods 
than ia the case with most of us, this gentleman, with an elegant 
and accomplished family, reared in luxury, has chosen to lead the 
life of a pioneer in a comparatively unknown country, where law 
and order prevail, rather than to remain in a land where there is 
but little protection, and less prospect of accumulation. May 
they reap the reward of their determination, entei-prise and self 
denial, Mr, C. having been hei'e for a very slmrt time, ha^ 
made very little clearing, but having cut a road for ten milis 
from the coast to the interior, we passed over it under the 
guidance of Mr. Walker, and found the land very rich, with the 
Cahoon palm the prev^ling growth. For half a mile back from 
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the coast — perhaps uot quite so far — it will be ueeessary to 
corduroy in order to make a firm road, but beyond this nothing 
of the kind will be necessarj-. The tea miles of road termiQated 
at a point on the ticek nheip tbe bink was fifteen feet h gh at 
the time, tbough the ci-eek w^o \eiyIow — yet there can be no 
doubt of ift leing navigable at ceitaiu seasons of the jear for 
the " Dorey W^ found m out walk a Caoutchonc oi India, 
rubber tree tliat measned twenty inches in diametei and Bfty 
feet to the first hmb A cut with the Machete caused the sap 
to flow very ireelv and to ih i,l en almost instantly uudei- the 
action of the atmospheie — a portion of wh ch we soiaped off, 
wrapped in a leaf and phced among the ciiiosities in our ever 
present satchel. The sap, when it exudes from the tree is a 
light cream color, and the quantity that can be obtained from a 
tree is almost incredible ; the flow being much more rapid than 
we have ever seen from any other tree. At the Iwiding we 
found a bamboo that was used as a cloties line, that mesaured 
forty-eight feet in length, five inches in diameter at the biitt, 
and two inches in diameter at the other end where it had been 
cut off, and originally must have been at least sisty feet in 
length. We also saw an enclosure made with the Pimento, a 
species of palm growing from twelve to fifteen feet in height and 
three to four inches in diameter, very straight and without 
limbs. The fence is made in the following manner : The poles 
ai-e cut six feet in length, driven into tbe ground four or six 
inches, close together, and poles of the same material are placed 
horizontally within a foot of the top on each side, and oppo- 
site, they are then tied with vines, and it is finished. This 
material is used very extensively throughout the country, lor 
many purposes. Here we also saw some of the native weather- 
boarding, made from the cabbage or Royal palm tree. This 
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tree liaa a very straight, smooth body, freq^uentiy being fifty feet 
high, and a foot in tliameter. For half an iuoh of its depth the 
wood is solid, hut the interior is pithy and not nnlike the sugar 
cane iii appearance. This tree is felled, and tlie exterior of the 
trunk removed in slabs from ten to fourteen feet in length and 
four to sis inches in width.- In using it for weather-boarding, 
one precaution only is necessary — be careful you do not delay 
the nail driving, for while you can by the use of a Machete bring 
down a tree a foot in diameter with a few blows, after these 
hoards hecome dry they are only fit for tlie wood pile, as they 
are as hard as horn. The natives will get out these boards foi' 
ten dollars pei- 1000 superficial feet, and furnish their own pro- 
vision. After enjoying the hospitality of Mi-. 0. and family 
during the day, we bad a discourse from the Rev. Mr. Pearce, 
and at a late hour in the afternoon again boarded our water 
craft, and at 6.1,5 weighed anchor and set sail for "Seven Hills." 
We had anpther rain at mid-night, hut the deck is our place, as 
it is decidedly the most comfortable, rain or shioei The cabin 
and the hold arc now decidedly ancomfortable,for two reasons — 
the want of breeze, and the absence of pure air ; those who have 
"taken up their quarters below, finding it necessary to make fri?- 
■quent and often very lengthy visits to the deck in consequence 
of the character of the veBsel's last cargo. 'J'hermometei- 6 A. 
M., 80; 12M., 82; 6 P. M., 81. 

Jasuaey 13. — At 11 A, M., being opposite the mouth of the 
Eio Grande, 80 miles from BeliKO, and six miles from shore, in a 
perfect calm, Dr. G. A. Frieraon and myself took the vessel's 
" Dorey " and two boys of the crew to go ashoi-e for the purpose 
of getting guides and pitpans (see boats) of Mr. Bennett, man- 
ager of the Seven Hills sugar Estate of Messrs. Toung Toledo & 
Co., to whom our party brought letters from the lirm at Belize, 
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for the purpose. We landed on an island near the mouth of the 
river, after having paddled appareiitiy over twice the distance it 
at first seemed we had to go, and though we found a large native 
house here, several smaller ones, and three Pitpans, thirty foot 
in length, concluded to await the arrival of a sail boat three 
miles north-east of as, and which we hope is coming to the river, 
before acting farther. Between the schooner and the shore we 
crossed a shoa! that was very thickly strewn with the conch and 
star-flsh, and made several attempts to obtain some with our 
paddles, but failed to do so — tliougb the water was only five feet 
deep. The wafer on the bar at the mouth of the river we found 
to be four and a half feet deep, the river half a mile from its month 
being from seventy-five to one hundred yards wide. Soon after 
I'eaching the island, a fine breeze sprang up from the north-east, 
which makes it very pleasant sitting under the cocoa nut trees 
and indulging in the pleasing reflection tliat we will not be under 
the necessity of paddling a second time over this waste of water, 
as our vessel can not fail to be wafted towards us. We found 
on the island an almond tree sixteen inches in diameter but iittle 
liuit on it. The 'Ja 1 boit hiving passed us, we concluded to 
piddle to a vdlTge a few mdes olF, and proceeded but a short 
diiftance when tl e boy» expre-'ied a desire to return to the 
schoonei oa she nao heaJmg fDi the nDith-east, and we were 
,3 ng fioni hei We giatifled them, and it proved fortunate for 
u'* leaching the ve^el at 2 30 ovei a prrtty rough sea for our 
little craft. A native reached the schooner at the same time, 
who was on his way to Seven Hill Greek, on which Mr, Bennett 
lives. From this man it was ascertained we were too tar south 
by eight miles. 

While returning to the vessel we saw a Chic'ien hawk, king 
fisher and snipe, which reminded us of— net home — but the land 
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we left. A3 we padclled along the coast, before returning to tlie 
ves&el, numbers of a variPty of the savdiue, of a, beautiful pui-ple 
and gold color, leaped into the boat. Aftei" the scales were 
fccrapei from them, they were so near transparent that print 
could he read thontfh their bodies, though they were more than 
one-fourth of an inch ia thickness. They cooked oa the schooner, 
to-day, a cabbage from the cabbage tree, boiling it with bacon 
as seasoning, and which was found to be ¥617 much like the 
Bta,llt of cabbage of our gardens, though more tender, yet like ail 
substitutes was very far from the original. This cabbage is 
nothing more than the pith of the top of the trunk of the Royal 
palm, and may he obtained four inches in diameter and twelve or 
fifteen inches in length from a tree that is twenty feet high 
Eeachiug the nouth of Seven M le c eek Mr. Morris, Dr. 
G. A. Frierao and myself 1 oceeled ip the c eek to the re- 
sidence of Mr Bennett, to vl m vc le] ve ed our letters, and 
he promised to have at tl e no tl of the Moho river, 20 miles 
below Seven M le c eei fo onr nse nt day 1 gl t n the morning, 
two Dories, prope ly n an ed an 1 w th com[ etent guides. Soon 
after we left the vessel a squall came on, with rain, but soon 
passed off. We were in it long enough to get wet, but are 
becoming accustomed to that occurrence in tliis latitude. Here 
we made our first inquiry concerning the cultivation, or rather 
growth of corn, yield, &c. Mr. B. stated that he had raised two 
crops of corn, and two crops of rice in one year. (See article on 
Cereals ) This place was opened in l&GC, the first cnttmg being 
doce oa tlit 19th of Maich of that Teai, lod two hundied and 
:5tty aeies are now in cultivation, 01 rather planted la cine ; 
cultivauon is no word lu this country Wp returned to the 
vessel attei dark, and after reporting progress, it was ^reed 
that the paity should be divided , one to tale 1 boit aud ex- 



h,Gtx)^le 



ploi'e the Middle River and Golden Stream, aud the other the 
Moho and Eio Grande. The party to explore the first two 
rivers, near which we were then anchored,, to start in the morn- 
ing with one of the boats, the -other to ^ on with the schooner 
to the Kio Graude, where they would he leftfor the expedition 
up that river, and the schooner to proceed to the " Moho," still 
farther soath, and anchor till all parties should meet again at 
that place. The party to go above and explore the Golden 
Stream aud Moho rivers to consist of Rev. Mr. Pearce, Mr. 
Morris, Dr. G. A. Frierson and myself, Mr. Kane went ashore to 
inform Mr. Bennett of the change in our programme, and we 
gradually tumed to our boards and blankets for the night. 
Thermometer 6 A. M., IH ; 12 M., 82 ; 6 P. M., 81. 

January 14th. — Though we had a heavy rain last night, there 
is fair prospect of a good day for onr expedition, and by 7 A. M. 
we were on our way for Middle River, which we found to have 
3 1-2 feet water at tlie bar, witli mud bottom, inia which the 
pole woald sink very readily to a depth of two feet, which is 
lavorable to navigation, all knowing the difference between 
gronndbg on mud and on sand. The river is one hundred yards 
wide at a distance of one hundred and fifty yards from its raoutli, 
andfor a distaiice oftwo miiesis skirtedmith Mangrove to the 
water's edge, which growth is somewhat on the Banyan order, 
its limba turning to the water aud peuetrating the fiiijd at the 
bottom. The Mangrove for the distance mentioned is small, 
being not more than eight or tea feet high, bnt after pasang the 
(iistancs named it increases in size to eight inches in diameter 
ond thirty feet in height. The Mangi-oveis a certain evidence of 
of swampy land, though not always foiind on low ground. For 
several miles up this river the land is reserved by Mrasrs. 



h,GtX)^le 



m A TRIP 

Toledo & Co., which information we received from one of ovii' 
party wlio knew Mr. Bennett, and had been ao informed by that 
gentleman. We found nt the distaoce of three niiies from the 
bar, tioihor growing to the waters edge, and but little Mangrove. 
We reached Swazej's landing, which is situated five miles from 
the bar and on the north bank of the river — at 8. 30 A. M. 
The bank at &h pla«e is tbi'ee feet high, but at a distance of one 
hundred and forty yards back ti'ws to an eleiatun of twehe oi 
fourteen feet. This seems to have been selected by Mr S as 
a site for his houses, on account of its elevation, he beiu, 
engaged in cutting Mahogany, but being about thiough, «c 
were informed he would leave foi another loealifj m a few weeka 
Here was seen the first hivo of stinglcss boe^ They aie about 
one tliii'd smaller than our beet, and pioduLing a veiy fan 
quantity of honey, for workmen of their si^e, would he dcsuable 
iu any locality where they would live The hive is a hollow los 
plagged at each end with wood and ot convenient length loi 
hanging against tlie side of the house by means of ■Mues 
When it is desired to take honey, it is done by lemovmg one ol 
theplngs and breaking the cells containing the honey, by re 
pcat'ed punching with a sharpened stick, when the opposite pnd 
is elevated and the honey runs out. The hive we saw was four 
feet long, and had a hollow about sis inches in diameter, and is 
said to yield in February, at which timo it is opened, from two 
to tlireo quarts of honey, by the means stated. After remaining 
here a few minutes we moved forward. Three-fourths of a mile 
above Swaaey's the north bank rises to four feet, the surface 
being covered with coarse gi-ass, while the opposite bank is only 
two feet high. Onefourtlia mile furtlier on the bank is not 
more than fifteen or eighteen inches high, the growth being 
Gaboon and Pimento. Here the river narrows to twenty yards, 
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witli an occasional slough coming to it. We pussed a tree fal- 
len into the watei', mi a limb of which we saw drift four feet, 
above the surface of the water, which clearly indicates the stream 
is not always as low as at pi-caent. The place selected hy Pr. 
F. G. Pew, of Arkansas, was reached at 8.30, the Doctor being 
found busy with his buildings and clearing. The bank at this 
point is six feet high, and though the stream is eight yai-ds wide 
we are at the head of even Dorey navigation [ tiiebottom of the 
stream is rocky with several large rocks cropping out on either 
bank. From here, north, the guide inlormed os, the, distance is 
twelve miles to the Golden-stveara. Coacludiog to go a short 
distance into the country, we crossed tlie stream at 10.15 and 
exttmined the land for & mile and a half, and returned to our boat 
thoroughly saturated with water, a vei-y heavy rain having fallen 
dtuiug ourtrip, from which we had no means of protection. 

The ground was very sloppy, and we had some wading to do, 
though we crossed but one bayou, which will prove au odvaiiti^ 
to the ground as a natural drain. Our boatmen, threo in num- 
ber, were Hs wet ns ourselves, but more provident, as they never 
undertake such expeditions without a " Patikee " in which to 
carry a change of clothing, and any articles of convenience they 
may need. The Patikeois a basket made of the splits of a vine 
called centretie, and in the form of a tmok ; the basket sloping 
upward, in order fiiat the top may fit tightly. These two are 
covered with palm leaves, and another basket is woven over each, 
when it is ready for use ; not a drop of rain being able to pene- 
trate it. 

Bidding adieu to the Doctor at 3 P. M., we moved down the 
river with the intention of camping near its mouth till morning, 
when we espect to ascend the Golden-stream. On our way 
down, seeing a piece of ground ahont 2 1-2 miles above the month 
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that was evidently liiglier tlmn the surroundiiig conntry, and 
not knowiDg iia extent, we watled across the intervening Man- 
grove swamp, made an esamioation and found it to be email 
in extent, with a iai^ lagoon Ijoundiog it. on two sides. At 
5. 05 our boat landed at » small village, half a mile helow the 
s-iv^'s month, where we remained for the night. After cooking 
iiuti dispoaiog of our simple meal, and enjoying a cup at tea, 
furnished by tlie providence of Mr, Morris, we built a fire and 
engaged in the drying process, which occupied the night to a 
late hoiir. The Are was made of dry Mahogany, and we can 
testify to its being moat excellent fuel, and the only thing that 
prevented onr having a broil was the want of steak, beautiful 
eoals being on hand in la:^ quantity. The native closed his 
house at dark in o d t keep t c[ 't 11 tl t 

She house Iiavlng b 1 by th k M P d D 

F. slung their ham k M "M J mys If j f tl 

floor. We slept o mhgyd plcpd ththtt 
on the vulgar dirt f mmod t Tli m t C A 

31. 79 : 12 M. IS 6PM 79 

J"anuabv 15th.— L ft rap tl f tl G U 

stream, finding fou f t w te th b w th d bott 

For a distance off 111 ylw d d 

with Mangcove, aft 1 h t 1 e^ tl w t djr 

and Pimento is v y tl k 11 km 1 M 

grove which iiere g t f ty dfiftyf t h 1 1 d f t 
in diameter — would have taken it for something else, bat lor the 
opinion of the guide. At the distance of six miles from the bar, 
came to a boom placed across the river to catch Mahogany logs, 
which was crossed without difficulty. Seven miles from the 
snouth of the river there is three feet bank, with cahoon in abun- 
dance, the stream being forty yards wide, with twelve ffeet watci'. 
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Half a mile further on we came to another boom, with severai 
hiindrecl Maiiogany Ic^, some of them being tliree feet in di. 
amctcr and fifty feet in length ; which was crossed after very 
considerable effort aod we again moved forwai-d. Antonio (our 
guide) informed us that he worked at this point fo th -ee years 
and that as we ascend the river the land will b fou 1 1 her 
TTalf a mile further up we were at another boom la ge tl a I & 
one just crossed and so jammed that no npeniu^ odd h made 
without great exertion, and would occupy the ent e daj Not 
feeling disposed to be stopped by such obstacles twa^s est el 
to Antonio that we malte the attempt to cross, which he did not 
oppose, we having found him at all times very accommodating, 
but being informed of another boom a short distance above this 
concluded to go ashore and examine the eounti7, though we 
were very anxious to go higher. I^anding ot 12. 1.5 P. M., we 
followed the course of the river through water and swamp for 
the distance of a mile and a half, frequently wading to our 
knees, when we came to the boom wo were told of, which ren- 
dered it utmost unnecessary to cro^ the one where the boat was 
secured. The river is here forty yards wide, with plenty of 
water, and distance from the hay nine miles. The bank is three 
feet high at this point, and gradually rises till at a distance of 
thirty yards from the water's edge, it is about ten feet hig&. 
Pram this place we moved in the direction of Swazey'S land- 
ing (southward) for a distance of one and a half miles, and 
found a very good country, covered with Gaboon and an under- 
growth, not dense, about the size of hoop poles. OomirM!: to a 
creek which we found to be deep, and not being able to ford it, 
returned to the boat and at 2. 45 again turned our faces towardi 
the " briny deep, " reaching the camp of last night at 5. 15. 
Kequesting Antonio to make all things ready .for onr departure 
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at once for the month of tlie Moho, where we expected to fttid 
the schooner, he at once proceeded to do so, aud at 6 with sails 
hoisted, thougli very little breeze, we were on our way and 
reached the schooner soon after raid-night. On onr may down, 
and when about half an liour out, Antonio boarded the schooner 
Zenobia, boand for Seven Hills, and tlie property of Touag, 
Toledo & Co.; he obtained a bottle of Anisette, which caused 
the blood of the entire party to Aov/ less sluggishly, and bronght 
from "Herardo" and "Simon," two of the crew, several Spanish-, 
songs, which, together with our sail down the coast with a very 
gentle and steady breeze, and the fippling of the water as we 
passed through it, made the trip one of the most pleasant we 
will probably make during our stay in the country. Most of the 
party left on the schooner when me departed for Middle river, 
had gone up the Moho, and we concluded to camp on shore, 
and follow them after breakfast in the morning. Thermomeler, 
f. A. M., 80 1-2 : 12 11.82: 6 p. m. SO. 

Jasvam 16th.— At 8. 2.5 we left for the Moho, finding 

feet mater on the bar, and the width of the stream tmo hundred 
yards from the month, to be one hundred and fifty yards, which 
is preserved for three fourths of a mile. Tlie south bank, for 
the distance of a mile is skirted with Mangrove miiich is larger 
thau that found on either ilie Middle river or Golden-Stream ; 
the same growth being on the north bank, though smnller. 

Three fourths of a mile from tlie bar a small stream one and a 
Iialf miles in length, which tlie natives call '■ Amargo," enters the 
river. At the distance of one mile IVom the bar, timber comes 
to the waters edge on either side. We tried the temperature of 
the mater and found it to be 16 d eg., while the atmosphere was 79 
deg. The water is clear and very palatable. One anda. half miles 
from the bar, timber occasionally i-ecedes from the bank for a 
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distance of several hundred yards, the intervening space being 
covered with Mangrove, which continues for a mile, when timber 
takes almost entire possession. Not fill we had passed over ii 
distance of three and a half miles, did we find Oahoon, and then 
only one occasionally. At 12 M. we i-eaehed the camp of Uapt. 
J. E. Smith, Civil Engineer, who has a number of assistants and 
is engaged in surveying laud for Me^ra. Young, Toledo & Oo , 
of Belize. This camp is sis feet above the level of the river, 
but the ground recedes, A ifhort distance below here we landed 
to examine a native's plantation, containing sis or eight acres, 
where we found growing the Pine-apple, sngar-eane, cassava, 
yam and Indian-eornJ; the owner being in the employ of Mr, 
Swaaey and living on Middle river, many miles distant. The 
river at Camp Dwight, Oapt. Smith's present locality, is 
sixty yards wide and no bottom with a 20 foot line. Eoek was 
occasionally seen jutting Irom the bank as we paddled along, 
thongh none .was visible on the surface of the ground, A heavy 
rain kept us here till 1. 25, when we again pushed out with the 
hope of overtaking Col. Harrison, who preceded us, having left 
the vessel yesterday morning, and Camp Dwight at 6 A. M 
to^y. Previous to to-day we have been surprised at the ecar- 
city of animal life, so much so that the reader will remember our 
having mentioned seeing several birds, known to us in the States, 
but a sJiort distance from Oamp Dwight we saw the Iguana in 
immense numbers, and many birds of beautiful plumage which 
were unknown to us. 

Dr. Priecson shot an Iguana that measured nearly four feet In 
leugtb, the body being about three inches in diameter at its lar- 
gest part. For the distance of four miles above Camp Dwight 
the river is fringed to the water's edge with bamboo, and Las an 
average width of fifty yartis. Meeting Col. Harrison, we return- 
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ed with Iiiiii, i-eaclihig the schooner at 6. 20,-, wbere the Colouel. 
gave U3 the foilowing accunt of his trip. "Found Ave feet water 
at the bar, cr<Bsed first rapids sixleeh miles -up, aad tha second 
twenty milea from bar, finding two and a half feet Waterloo them 
aud a fall of three feet in one hundred jarda ; the rapids esten- 
«!ing for several hundred yai-ds, no attempt was made to cross 
them. Here the party landed, and after going two and a half 
allies Eca'tb, came to a bayoa twelve feet wide, with six feet bank, 
but land flat and wet, Oahooii was fonnd one mile franj bank 
of river. Several gentlemen went south to the base of a moun- 
t&ia or krge hill which was found to be less than a mile from 
the river." Ool. H., when we met him on his return, was in 
company with several boats containing. persons eng^ed in the 
same undertaking as ourselves, and whom we did not know, 
none of whom expressed themselves satisfied with what they had 
seen. Most of these persona had their camp at Ponto-Gordo, a 
few miles north of the Moho and on the coast. The expedition 
«p ihs Bio-Grande was made by Capt. Buckner, Mr, Peak and 
Mr. Owen, Prora the Captain wereceivedthefollowiiig report. 
"Left the schooner soon after you did, entering the river at 9 A, 
M., and finding it one hundred and fifty yards wide, one hun- 
dred and fifty yards from the month, which width it retains foi; 
bai( a mile, where it diminishes to ono hundred yards ; Mangrove 
growing on either side. One and a half miles up, timber i-ectches 
the water's edge on the north side, where, tie bank was found to 
be five feet high, which continued about the same heiglith as far 
as "Big-Hills," which are ten miles from the bar. There are two 
other above this, the first being half a mile distant and the other 
one mile ; at tlie base of which is an old Spanish settlement, 
with Cocoa nut and Bonana trees growing. (Why was thig 
place abandoned ?) These hills are about as high as the seven 
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liilla — say ono Imitdred and fifty to two hundred feet. At a dis- 
tance of sixteen iiiilea from the bar, came, to !i camp established 
by mabt^ny cutters, where the party [landed aud entered tlie 
bash for half a mile, but not finding the land to be what they 
desired returned to their boat, where a native informed them 
tliey conld go as far as the rapids, thirty miles above, but no 
farther. From this place they returned to the schooner. Ther- 
mometer e A. M. 71 : 12 M. 77 : 6 P.M. 711," 

Januabtt nth,— At 9 A M. our anchor was again brought to 
tlic surface and we filled away for Livingston, Guatemala, at 
the mouth of tlie Dulce river, which flows from lake Isabel. We 
saw on this coast the highest land we had seen since leaving' 
Belize ; the monntaioa frequently coming to the sea. Rain con- 
tinued duringniost of lastnight, but we remained on d^k, and 
succeeded in protecting ourselves pretty well by means of an India 
rubber coat and umbrella, and in a setting position, slept sonndly, 
as we had often done before. At noon we tried a stewed 
Iguana, prepared in the most approved style by the schooner's 
cook, andVafter laying aside ail prejudice, it waa pronounced 
equal to young squirrel in delicacy of flavor. To-day was 
showery and disi^reeable in the extreme. A squall struck us at 
1. 20 P. M., which made tlel'ttle essel t Ueh borofLiv- 
ingston with great speed, and ve a e to a 1 or at 1 4D. At the 
time of our leaving Belize the e wa, some cholera reported at 
the place, which was not unknown at L ngston Soon as we 
anchored a health officer came aboa d and we were nformed it 
waa necessary for us to go into q ara t e fo se eral days, before 
wo could come on shore, fh s waa a 1 sappo tment, as we 
desired to visit lake Isabal, and to ramble over a 1 ttle high 
ground, but could not think of subject ng ourselves to the modes* 
requirement of several day quarant ne Not be "■ ble to go 



h,GtX)^le 



44 A TRIP TO HOSDUEAS, 

Mhore we succeeded in replenishing our stoel! of fluids with seveciil 
bottles ofnative rum, tliougli tie person who brought it out 
could not tread the deck of the vessel. Presume the health of 
iicer thought he was perfectly safe along' side — we sincerely hope 
he is still living. As this section of the world ia said to be 
infested with snakes, and alcoholic liquor being considered in our 
land a specfic for their bite, on the principle of alcohol not being 
digested, but passing off through the circulation, and one poison 
neutralizing another, we can confidently recommend the rum of 
Liv'ngslo fo th purpose nimed, as we certainly never tested 
au h II OS toff before, during the whole course of our lives, 
n t X pf g the Pine top of Confederate times which it leaves 
in the had as completely as the "God of day" does the reful- 
g t bean f a ferth ng rush 1 gl t Thanks, however, to the 
g ntl n n wh w s k d o ^li to obtain it for us, it was 

u I ubtedly the 1 est he co Id lo We also obtained of Mr. . 

aba el offinefil wh el t re the fir.^t since leaving Belize : 
hav f led n all our elTo s to catch any by trolling as we 
■« led along the coast L np,stOD seemed to be a very small 
place we aw ly a fo v 1 o ■^ near the bluff, on which 
t s tua ed a d vl ch f om twenty to ; thirty feet in 
he ght At A o clock, the stiff breeze from the north-west that 
prevailed at the time we cast anchor having subsided, we moved 
away from Livingston in the direction of Oinoa, in the Kepnblic 
^r Honduras. Tliermometer, 6 a. m. 72 ; 12 m. 73 ; 6 p. m. 74. 

January 18th.— A lieavy rain this morning at an unseason- 
able hour stirred up the deol; sleepers, aud.the water was so 
rough that several of the party were sea-sieli. As we sailed 
along, the coast presents the same appearance as at and near 
Livingston, the mountains coming to the sea. We ought to 
have reached Omoa daring the night, but did not till a late hour 
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in tlie aClevnooii, and while rapidly appvoacbiug tUe harbor the 
captaiu was hailed from a small boat, in a language we did not 
imclorstand, bat its magic effect wns at once visible, foL' nevei; 
did anelior of the same weight reach bottom quicker in the same 
depth of water tlian did that of the " Three Sisters," and we 
ivere still, Hori'or of horrors, the authorities are afraid of chol- 
era, — but will see us in the morning. "Visions off quarantine rise 
before us, shutting out from onr view all that is beautiful, and 
crowding from the memorj all that is hopeful. One thing we 
felt a^nred of, if they wanted a cholera germ at Omoa, it would 
only lie necessary to keep us in the Pig-sty we were oecapying 
and they would get it of the most virulent type. We deter- 
mined to go ashore the nest day, if not at Omoa, at some other 
place. For some days past nearly every hygienic law has been 
transgressed, and for the first time in oul' life we were iucliried 
to donbt that " Disease is in many cases consequent upon the 
violation of a law of nature." Thermometer 6, A. M. 77 ; 12 M; 
7Si ; 6 P. M. 79. 

J-iNUAEY 19. — We passed a very disagreeable night, having 
frequent showers, but were cheered by the sun's appearance at 
7.30, and we proceeded to "hangout" our clothes, blankets, &c. 
Haring left nearly all our baggage at Beliae we frequently find 
jt difiicult to raise a dry garment when the rain continues. The 
celebrated fort of Omoa is within a short distance of us, but the 
town is half a mile back, and looks ratlier imallfor its oge. 

At 8 A. M., Dr. De Soto, the health oEBcer came on boaid, 
and finding each individual in possession of a cap of coffee and 
bard tack concluded we were all right, and returned to report. 
In an hour and a quarter, seemingly a very long time, permis- 
sion .was granted us to go ashore, of which we were not slow to 
avail ourselves, and very soon all were once more on Tcira 
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firma. We " put np " at Belisle'a Hotel, and had the best of 
the season placed before us in tiie greatest variety and prepared 
ill the most approved styles. Belisle or as he is called by most 
persons tbe " Judge," is quite a noted individaal — holdiug 
several offices of a civil oharactei', and is the oiily hotel keeper 
in the place. , Tou are not roused from yoar slumbers by the 
discordant gong, or the unpleasant bell, but by the dulcet notes 
of a Very large baud ot^n, which is played with great skill by 
the judg^e himself. 

We have yet to hear of the first person going to the Jndge 
hungry and leaving unfed, or going without money and going 
away empty . We were the recipients of many kindnesses from 
tlie Judge, in the case of articles loft with him, and in other ways, 
and on all occasions found him equal to any trust eonfided to 
him. We reached shore in time for brealtfast, which, aceordiug 
to the custom of the country is placed on the board at 10 A. M., 
coffee having Iwen served at 7, and which is conaiclered sufficient 
foundation, but confess we always felt, before the brealifast hoar, 
that ouv foundation wonld hardly support the superstrnctnre we 
expected to place upon it. 

At 1 P. M., Col. Harison and myself obtained horses and 
Tinder guidance of a gentleman who had vi^ted the coast, made 
a trip to " Port Cabellos," about ten miles distant, and the 
northern terminus of tho projected interoeeanic railroad that is 
to ran from the bay of Farseca on the south, and which wna 
surveyed by Mr. IVautwine in 1858 at an expense of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. The length of route surveyed being 
about one hundred and fifty miles. Wo passed on ouv route a 
tree of gigantic aae said to be the one under which Cortes gave 
" Gracias a Dios" for his escape from the m any perils by which 
he was beset in his travels. The port is situated at the head of 
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a beautiful hay and has one of the finest harbora in the world ; 
maps prepared in England from coast sarveya, shew that the 
largest vessels can anchor within a very short disfanea of the 
coast ill perfect safety, and small craft can come within one hun- 
dred yards of the shore. Oo!. McDcrmott and several others lye 
found at this place, who intend locating near by, but had not, we 
believe, positively decided where. Tiie colonel seemed, very 
enthusiastic, and we certainly hope he may realize eve^ ex- 
pectation. At 4.30 we started on our return for Omoa, ftut in 
consequence of the character of the road over which we had to 
pass, much of it being at the beach, and the surf rolling i(i very 
heavily, concluded to stop for the night with the magistrate of 
Cienagueta, Mr. Eobinaon, who placed before us for supper, 
coffee, wheat bread and fried Fanot. We are learning to eat 
what is placed before us, and seldom asb questions. The Panot 
we found to appear and taste much like the flesh of the Dorey ; 
the meat on its breast being quite an inch thick, and very tender. 
We have tried to eat Panot since then, and io place ourselves 
right and not to appear to occupy a false position, will state that 
they were invariably so tough that parboiling and hashing were 
necessary to enable one to think of attempting to digest it. 

On the route between Omoa and the port it is necessary to 
pass through two Oarib villages. Cienagueta and Tuliaa, and 
to croffi the Tulian and Marquea rivers, the first by fording and 
the second by boat, leaving your horses behind. This river runs 
from the Jlarquez Lagoon, immediately in rear of the port, and 
flows into the sea less than half a mile below. There, are also 
several mountain streams of small size, all of which together 
with the Tulian, have rapid currents over rodty bottoms and 
the water very clear, cool and palatable. Thermometer G A. il,, 
IS ; 12 M., 80 ; 6 P. M., 17. 
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Jahuaey 20tli. — At 7 this morning we again made a start for 
Omoa, stopping on the way to examine a Coffee Estate, or 
Eancho, which was the first we had seen. (For description see 
"Productions of Hondui-as") We were informed on this trip that 
the Oharalicon river could be navigated to within three miles 
of San Pedro Sula. If it is so, why pass over the monntains ? 
We will make further inquiry on this point. The road for two 
miles from Omoa was very sloppy, and when we reac'ied town, 
at 9.10, we looked as tlioogh we had jnst made an extensive trip 
over a hitherto unexplored Louisiana swamp in the rainy season, 
and had several times lost our way. Having quite a quantity 
of clothing that rubbing as well as wetting will impi-ove, several 
of us repaired to the Omoa river to see what improvement we 
could make in their appearance. We washed and spread on the 
rocks, and by the time tlie last was spread the first were ready 
for the iTOning room. In the aftenioon. Dr. Gray, Dr. Eyan, 
Eev. Mr, Pearce and Mr. Morris engaged a Dorey and started, 
the first for lake Isabal, Dr. Eyan for Porto-Gtordo, where he 
left his family, and the Eev. Mr. Pearce and Mr. Morris for 
Belize, via " Seven Hills." 

The rest of us, except Dr. G. P. Frieraon and Mr, Daniel 
Swett, who will remain here, or endeavor to reach San Pedro 
via the Ohamlicon river, hope to get off ffl-morrow, taking the 
mule and mountains as our mode of conveyance and route. Col. 
H., Dr. P., Mr. D. S. and myself paid our respects to-day to the 
Commandaate of Omoa, Genl. Espanoza, by whom we were very 
kindly received, and who expressed great satisfaction at the 
prospect of our citiaens emigrating to the Bcpublic ; making 
Itnown to us that land could he obtained gratis, and if we should 
be so fortunate as to find an unclaimed gold mine, that the 
authorities of the nearest municipality would canse to he sur- 
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veyed a certain distance north, east and weat, of tbe point we 
slionld designate, wliioh wonid estaWiali onr claim. It is liardly 
necessary to say we did not have any surveying done. Tlievmo- 
mcter 6 A. M, 72 ; 12 M., 80i ; 6 1'. M., 78.. 

Jakuaky 21st. — At 9 o'cloclt this morning we were mounted 
and off for the far famed San Pedro Sula, and reached the Ean- 
clio Grande, eighteen miles distant, at 3 P. M,, where we had 
the pleasure of meeting Mi-. Eeyoaud, owner of the premises, 
and Governor of tlie Circuit of San Pedro ; and saw the opera- 
tion of winnowing coffee to remove the hnsk, which is done by 
tbe ordinary fan mill, which we found on examination to have 
been made by Allen & Co., of New Tork. Here we saw coEfee 
in every stage, and were informed by the lirovernor that he has 
forty-five hnndred bearing trees, producing, he can not say how 
much, but will know at the close of the season, as be is keeping 
an accurate account of the crop as gathered. (See productions 
of Honduras.) The residence at the Baneho is constructed in a 
very substantial manner, of brick, plastered inside and oat, and 
cov.ered with tilea. The plantation is in a bowl, surrounded by 
mountains, and is said to be twenty-five hnndred feet above tlie 
level of the sea. The Bio Grande, about forty yards wide, clear 
and cool from Uie mountains, flows by a short distance from the 
house, and is easily forded, To-day has been cloudy with occa- 
sional showers, and though the thermometer indicates 77 deg. at 
4 o'clock P. M., our feelings ara decidedly in favor of fire, whicli 
would be vei7 comfortable. ThermometeL- 6 A.M. 74, 12 M. 
74!,6P. M. 734. 

Januahy 22d. — Left Rancho Grande at 7 this morning, reach- 
ing the foot of the mountains on the opposite slope at 9.10, and 
moved along their base for a distance of fifteen miles tlirough 
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a beaiitifnl arenne foi-nied by the bvaochea of the Cahooii Paliii 
that gracefully curve over the road, in many places entirely aliut- 
tiog out the sun'a rays. Stopped at the vill^e of Ohiloma, on 
the Chilomaris-er, for breakfast at 10.40. We found here the 
Umbrella China tree growing in perfection, which we never saw 
ill Mississippi, though it is planted in Texas for its shade. At 
12.30 P. M. we were again in the saddle, and crossed the Eio 
Blanco four miles from San Pedro, which we found to be forty 
yards wide, very shallow, sandy bottom and water warm and very 
onpahitable ; the Thermometer indicating in the atmosphere 834 
and iu the water 89 d^., time 2.30 P. M. Two miles frem Son 
Pedro we crossed the Mermijo, fifteen yards wide, and about twelve 
to eighteen inches de«p — the same as the last two crossed — 
water clear and bottom sandy. Several fields of Corn were 
passed by us, aud a field of Cotton, entirely stripped of foliage. 
Our journey terminated at 3.20, and we found ourselves in a place 
where the houses did not prevent onr seeing the town. Throngh 
thefeindness of Mr. Beynaudwe wereprovided with an excellent 
dinner, to which we did ample justice. Thcrmom. 6 a, ji. TO ; 
13 m., 79; G P.M., 78. 

jAUTOiEY 23d.— We bi-eakfasted at 11 A. M., though coffee 
was served at 7, mounted our mules at 12, and accompained by 
Maj. G-. JVIalcolm rode around to inspect tJie country ; following 
the Coraayagua road, running south from San Pedro, for hall 
a mile, at which point we left it, moving to tlie east-crossing 
the Tipiaca two miles from town and following the same road tc 
the Eio Blanco, four miles from town, beyond which the land is 
claimed by Sir. Debrot, of Omoa. On onr way back we passed c 
cotton field whidi we were informed was without leaves three weeks 
ago, but is now in full foliage, though the geuuine Army worn 
is again at work nnd will soon have it stripped once more. Thi 
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euunti'j ovei- which we passed ia very flat, with Cahoon tlie 
prevailing gi'Owtti, though the Boil contained a very large pro- 
portion of sand. The rivers above named are quite small, being 
from fifteen to twenty yarda wida at the time we visited tliem, 
and about two feet deep, with sandy bottoms, though the water 
was not very clear nor cool, but palatable. We reached San 
Pedro in time for dinnei' at 5 ; the order of our meals will 
in future be as follows : Coffee at 7, breakfast at 11, dinner at 
-T. Thermometer 6 a. m., 75 ; 12 m., 78i ; 6 p. m,, 78, 

January 24. — At 8.30 this morning we were aguiu on tho- 
way to continue our explorations, Maj. M. again accompanying 
us. Our object to-day being to strike the Taconiiche viver 
immediately below the junction of the Tipiaoa and Blanco, which 
form it. The general direction of these rivers is south-east, 
and their wafcrs flow to the Ohenilicon, the general dii-ection of 
which is north-east to the Gulf of Honduras. After passing 
over the road pursued yesterday for two and a half miles, we 
turned to tiie south-east, ero,?sing mora wet land than we ex- 
pected to see, and passing over quite a large piece of ground 
covered with very coarse grass growing ft-om three to four feet 
high. Our conjectures were that a swamp must be near, and 
though we had a guide and sevei'al men armed with the Machete 
to cut the way, our fears were soon realized ; our horses moving 
forward with difficulty, wMcli increased till necessity compelled a 
return. On the way out, the animals we were riding fell, but rose 
without our dismounting, and despite their exertions, fell again, 
and being unable to rise we dismonated and waded out, when 
the course was changed farther to the south, which we followed 
till satisfied we were on a largo body of good laud when w& 
struck for the Oomayagua wood, which was reached two miles 
from San Pedro, From this point several of theparty returned to 
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town, while Col. H., Oapt. B., Dr. F. and myaelf concluded to 
visit tiie Oliaralicoii river, said to be five miles distant. On oar 
way we crosed the La Fuerta, thi-ee miles from town, which is a 
vei'y email Btream, and a few hundred yards beyond turned to 
the left in oidei to follow the Comayi^ia road, the other cross- 
iDg the mountain'! elo«e by The river where we stmuk it 
is from seventy ti>e to on" hundred yards wide, with two and a 
half feet water on the rijiids at this point, and has all the 
charactei-istics of mountain streams, being clear, cool and drink- 
able. After eiyoying the liiaunj of a bath, we retraced our steps 
toward San Pedro, meeting our Ckefde atinriB, whom the Colonel 
had sent back to obtain refresh mee Is for the inner man. Seating 
ourselves on the grass a heavtj meal was soon made on eggs, 
corn bread and beef. It may be well to state that this proved 
to be the first and last lime we had corn bread placed before 
us during our stay in Spanish Honduras, and op to this time 
have seen no preparation of flour since leaving Omoa. 

After our meal, Ool. H. and myself started for the mountains, 
two and a half miies east of Ban Pedro, but the day being far spent, 
with every prospect of rain, returned to our quarters. The dis- 
tance from San Pedro to the Ohanilicon by the Oamayaguaroodis 
seven miles; thi-ee miles of the way being almost entirely leveli 
and could with little labor be made an excellent carriage road. 
Beyond the " Puerta " the road is very rocky for most of the 
way io the river. The land seen to-day is generally better than 
tliftt ^seen yraterdny, coveted with cahoon and having several 
natural drains running through it. At the Piierta mnsqnitoea 
annoyed us vei? much, though we were not troubled by them 
yesterday nor to-day np to this time. We have found bars an- 
necessary to our comfort at San Pedro, not having seen, felt or 
heard a musquito at that place. Thermometer 6 A. M, T.^J ; 
12 M. 82 ; 6 P. M. 78. 
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January 2o.— Oiiv attempt to reach the Tatomi die yester- 
day proving Tiasuccessful, tlioagh it is reported to lie only five 
miles from Sun Pedro, we were again in the saddle tliis moniiDg 
at 8, to try anothei- route, wliicli we did by keeping a general 
course to the southeast fi-oiii San Pedro till wc reached wiiot 
the natives call the Tipiaoa mountain, about five miles from 
San Pedro, and no river being in sight we deemed it best to return 
and adopt some more certain metliod of occomp^iahing our 
object. On our way this morning we passed an old planta- 
tion of 62 Cocoa trees quite fnll'of tVisit. Over a considerable 
portion of our route to-day the country presented the appear- 
ance of once having been in caltivation, aai on making enquiry 
concerning it, we received the assurance that suoli was the feet. 
Why was the cultivation of this section discontinued by those 
wlio burnt the bash and ai« the produce of the soil perhaps a 
centuiyago? The laud examined to-day waa^ found to be of 
every character known to this country, esoept rooky ; at times 
covered with cahoon, and high and dry, with vei'y rich soil ; and 
at other times lower and wet, with the same growth, when it 
changes to a gravel snb-soil but a few inches below the 
surfiice, and at times to portions covered with heavy grass. "We 
have freijuently been surprised to find so large an admixture 
of sand where it was reasonable to expect but iittle, tlioagh 
the growth even on such land wm very heavy, and the cahoon 
nearly always present in greater or less quantity. On our re- 
turn to San Pedro we were much disposed to think the guide, who 
bas made two unsuccessful attempts to convey us to our point 
of destinaijon, unreliable, and it was determined to employ 
another, who said he could find the river, if we would furnish him 
with men to assist in cutting, and pay him if he accomplished his 
object ; if not, no pay. Many lime trees were found to-day, 
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t!ie fruit being quite as large as the lemona imported into llic- 
Uniteil States. TUe natives being thirsty di'ank from a 
water ■oine, a piece of which, four feet ia length and three inches 
in diameter yielded a pint of very palatable fluid, devoid 
or any greea or sappy taste, wliieh quenched the tliirst very 
quickly. This morning was showery, and we were alternately 
wet and dry, thougli wo feel no inconvenience from it. Tliarmo- 
mefer 6 A. M., 12i ; 12 M., 81 ; 6 P. M., 73i. 

January 26. — This morning we saw the first fog since leaving 
Belize. At 12 M. Col. H. and myself, accompanied bv Dr. 
Scott, who has for seven yeara resided at San Pedro, visited the 
site of old San Pedro, two miles south-west of the present town 
of that name, which we fonnd^overgrown to such an extent that 
we saw notliing moie than the remains of what we were told 
was the wall sun onnding' the place at the time of its destruc- 
tion. We moved on to where the Rio de hs Pudras issues 
from the mountain^, and foilowmg its course for a mile we 
crossed a stream known as Santa Anna, ^nd at a distance of 
two mites from here, following the base of the mountains, we 
came to the Merrmjo, at the point where it comes from the 
mountains. All these streams are clear, cool and very rapid, 
aithongh small. The San Pedro and Rio de los Piedras unite 
ahont four miles from where the latter makes its esit from the 
mouniains, and not far below this the Eio de los Picdraa unites 
with the Mermijo, near where the latter crosses the road from 
San Pedro to Onioa. Nearly all the country t)etween San 
Pedro and the mountains, on the west, has at some time beenunder 
tidtivation, but is now covered with undergrowth, escept where 
small clearings have been recently made. Thermometer 6 A. 
M., 72 i 13 M., 81* ; 6 P. M., 76. 

Januahv 27.— This morning, at 8.40, Me^rs. Kane, Owen, 
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Peak and Dr. G. A. Fi-ierson left iis on tlieit return to Omoa, 
the Di'st two inteadiug to extend their trip to the United States, 
Ijut soon to return, and the others to proceed to Belize for bag- 
gage left there by the entire party. 

Williara, our chef de cuisine, accompanied Mr. Owen to Louis- 
iana, but expi-essed his determination to retura, and thought lie 
would be able to bring othera with him. Dr. F. and Mr. 
D. S. not having made their appearance, we have written 
to them to make the atlerapt via the Zoquisieatn, which 
empties into the Ohembiicon, and is stated to be navigable for 
Dories to within fourteen and a half miles of San Pedro, 
whither we will send mules for them as Boon as we hear- of their 
having left Oraoa ; the road behig represented to be good. We 
will take a rest to-day, and hope tomorrow to be able to 
visit the Zacomiche. Thermometer 9 A. M., 69 ; 12 M., 784 ; 
e P. M., 77. 

Jakuari 28. — At 8.20 this morning our entii-e party was 
again in the saddle, Jtfaj. Malcolm accompanying ns, and we 
were off for the Zacomiche, which was discomrsd yesterday, 
crossing the Tipiaca two miles ea^t of town, and taking ti course 
east by sonth, we reached the river at 13. 10, about seven miles 
from San Pedro, and found it to be eight yards wide and three 
and a half feet deep. This Is the rlrep we were told would be 
navigated by a Reamer to be brought out on the nest trip of the 
Tradewind. Moat of the land passed over was found to be 
much the same as that already described. At the water's edge 
we found mnsquitoea, but none as we approached the river, and 
as singular as it may appear, we took a nap within twenty yards 
of the water and were unmolested by them. Several Iguanas 
were seen today, the first we have found since leaving the Moho 
in British Honduras. Most of the party engaged in fishing 



h,GtX)^le 



eatehing several cats and one of a Itliid known to tbe nativra as 
" Sleepiug-flsli," wliich was very mneli like the cat in appewance, 
but liaying scales. 

Captain Bnckner took tlic guide with him and cndeavofed to 
reach the mouth of the riyev, which was supposed to be close liy, 
but after going three miles, without success, gave it up and we 
all returned to San Pedro as soon as he rgoined us. Thermo- 
meter 6 A. Ji. 67 : 12 M. 85 ; 6 P. a. 81 ; 9 p. m. 15. 

Jakuary 29th.— This morning we accompanied Maj. Malcolm 
to his kitchen garden, where kale, mustard, turnips, tomatoes, 
snap-beans, okra, pumpkins and black-eyed peas, were found 
growing and looking well. His cotton field was also visited, and 
plenty of eggs found to produce another supply of worms, and 
but a few days can elapse before they will be at work, and the 
destruction of foliage is but a question of time, and a very short 
time at that ; notwithstanding, Maj. Malcolm and many whose 
fields have been stripped, still think they will make half a crop. 
Thermometer 6 a. m. 71 ; 9 a. m. 81 ; 12 m. 86 ; 3 p. m. 88 ; 6 
p. M. 80 ; 9 P. II. 18. 

Januabv 30. — To-day being showery and very disagreeable 
we kept within doors. In the evening though the Thpr 
mometer indicated 10 deg., we made afire and =at near it mth 
great comfort. Thermometer 6 a. m. "t deg 9 k k "12 dcur 
12 ai. 72 dcg. 6 p. M. 70 deg. 9 p. m. 6"^ deg 

January 31at, — The bad weather cont nuing we made a 
feeble effort at visiting on a small scale but moat of the time 
kept our room, as rain fell at intervals during the ent re diy 
Thermometer 6 a. si. 64 ; 9 a. h. 65 1-2 ; 12 m. t.9 l-I ; Si: n. 
TO; 6 p.m. 72 1-3; 9 p.m. 70. 

February Ist. — No rain this morning, though the atmos- 
pbere is damp and chilly to such an extent that onr fire is kept 
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up, and with the party around, it reminds us of camp. We 
saw to-daj' Irish potatoes, grown here from seed brought from 
tile States, which were of respectable size, but are said to be in- 
clined to be watery, though the sweet potato cloeswell, according 

to report. By invitation we visited the field of Mr. ■ Jack' 

where the saraaparilla was seen growing, though none had up to 
this time been gathered. Though there was some prospect at 
an early hour this morning of a fair day, we have bad repeated 
showers. Thermometer G a. m. 65 ; 9 a. m. 68 ; 12 h. 70 1-2 ;3 
p. M. n 1-2 ; 6 p. M. 71 1-2 ; 9 p. m. 70. 

Fedbpart 2d- — A courier was sent to the gentlemen who 
remained behind when we left Omoa, several days since ; he 
should be bacl: to-day, and bis failure to appear will necessitate 
a trip to that place, to can-y out the object for which he was 
scut. To oar great astonishment, Mr. D. S., and Dr. F., and 
two sons made their appearance this afternoon, having crossed 
the mountains, on mules. As one of the riders weighs two hun- 
dred and forty pounds, lie can best tell how the trip was made, 
though the mule would undoubtedly have something to say if 
endowed with the power of speech, for his weight did not greatly 
exceed the harden he had to carry. These gentlemen left Omoa 
on last Wednesday, 29th nit., but were detained at the Bauohe 
by bad weather till this morning. Thermometer 6 a. ii. G8 1-2; 
9 A. M. 69 ; 12 M. 72 ; 3 p. m. 74 ; 6 p. J[. 72 ; 9 p. a. 71. 

Februakv Sd.— a Dorey said to be drawing two feet, arrived 
tills morning at the village of Ohemlicon, on tlie river of the 
same name, witliin seven miles of San Pedro, loaded with freight 
from Oienagacta. We were told nins days were i-eqaired to 
make the trip ; onr efforts to obtain the particulars oftbetrip 
were, however, entirely unsuccessful. Colonel H,, Dr, F., and 
Mr. D. S., accompanied by Dr. Scott, who iiindly offered his 
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services as guide, made a trip to the mountains west ofSau 
Pedro, returning late in tlie evening drenched by rain wbicli fell 
heavily during the day. 

This may not be tbe "rainy season," but it is certainly a 
season of rain, Themometei- G a. m. 68 1-2 ; 9 a. m. 12 ; 12 m. 
75; 3p,m. 72; 6 p. m. 77 1-2. 

February 4th.^0uv party exploved the country to-day be" 
tween San Pedro and the monntfi,ina west, finding some excellent 
land between the Los Piedras^and Mermijo, though on the latter, 
and fot' some distance from its right bank it was found to be 
■very sandy. This exploration was made on foot, with compass 
in hand, and though we had two, natives to use the machete 
found the trip very Miguing and will not soon be caught 
mating a similar one. We i-eturned to rfan Pedro at a late 
hour, but the bath and change of clothing conld not be deferred, 
for we are well a^jquainted with the Agarrapata. This is a very 
good place to describe this pest. It is nothing more than the 
wood tick, called by some "seed-tick." They are so small as 
almost to require a magnifying glass to make them visible, and 
figures would fail to make their number known. Any one going 
to the woods is certain to return with thousands of them. We 
always adopted every precaution against them, such aa tying 
the pants close around the ancle and brushing off repeatedly with 
a bunch of twigs. We have seen the moat feai'ful effects pro- 
duced by them where these precautious were neglected. It is 
said they are not troublesome for more than two months in the 
jeav, but we were unable to ascertain what two months. Per- 
haps the sixty days you are supposed to be absent from the place 
were referred to. Ther mometer 6 a. m. 68 ; 12 m. 75 ; 6 p. m. 78- 

Pbbruaey 5th.— Colonel II., Captain B. and myself endeav- 
ored to ascend the mountains to^Say in order to get a view of 
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that portion of the valley of Sula, in which San Pedro issitua- 
teii ; onr horses were used as far aa possible, when wi 
mounted aad began the nsce&t, walking till tired, resting and 
again pnehing on, which was repeated, though we did not sut 
eeed in reaching the top. An elevation was attained, howevei 
that gave us a magiiifi-cent view of the valley below, seemingly 
stretching to the east for twenty miles and to the south to nearly 
double that distance. But for the rain and clouds we would 
liavo had a better view, but we were amply repaid for our toil. 
Mr. D. S. had a chill to-day, which is pretty good evidence this 
latitude can produce the "Bilious Intermittent." Thermometer 
6 A.M. 74; 12 m. 78; 6 p. h. 16. 

Fbbbuary 6th. — We are still unable to exclmm, "Behold how 
brightly breaks the morn," for rain is again foiling, and the 
heavens are entirely overcast. The rain continued during the 
day with a short intermission at noon. Thermometer 6 a. k. 74; 
12h. 82; 6r.sr, 78. 

FauRUAKY 7th. — A miserable day was this to the writer, as 
the "Bilious Intermittaut" culminated and he shivered. Per- 
haps ho did not wish he was home ! His bed was a blanket 
spread on not a large quantity of shavings, which had a dirt 
floor foundation. Why did'nt he go to the Hotel? Hotel 1 Let 
us drop this subject. Mr. D. S. is now qnite weli, but when 
sick it required the united efforts of two individaals for forty- 
eight hours to secure a hide bottomed bedstead, for which it was 
agreed seventy-five cents .per mouth should be paid. Ther- 
mometer 6 A. u. 69, 

Fbbkuaby 8th. — Eain again to-c!ay. Having heard of several 
persons being down with chills, we arefnaturally led to inquire 
into the cause. Is it the rain, change of weather, heat, fatigue, 
or is it the result of malarious influences? Being unable to say, 
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we can only testify to the con pla t be ng f ot th o 
daugei'ous, the mosir disagreeable d seas k o v to tl e 1 u a 
family, and persons 1 e -e ot u f equeotly have them of the quo 
tidian type for a week at a time. All emigrants are requested 
lay Gov. Eeynand to meet at the Cavildo (Oontt-hoaae) to- 
morrow morning, to hear read a translation of the concessions 
made by the Puebla (town) of San Pedro Sula, for their benefit, 
laformation has reached here of the arrival of sixty-four persons 
at Omoa, destined for this place, and qnite a large number being 
at Beliae, also coining here, 

Fbbruaky, 9th. — Notwithstanding we should look for a 
chill to-day, visited the Cavildo, remaining but a abort time, as 
we have not only beard the concessions read, but have a copy io 
the original, in our posseasioL 

Febroaby loth— Ihermomete b a. m. 67 1-2 deg. 12 m. 
82 1-2 deg. 6 p, h. 80 deg 

FuBiinAHY llih.— Therm > lefti f) 1 6 I d 1 nt. 8^ 
deg. 6 p. M. 71 1-2 dpc 

FEBRUiRY 12tb— Ha^mg kept qi t d tl j ist twn 

days, and no repetition of our chill, feel p tty af f the pres- 
ent. All complained of having slept Id la t ht notwitli- 
standicg blankets and closed doors. Inf n at was eeeived 
this morning ofMv.Feak and Dr. Fri n wh ba arrived 
at Omoa with the baggage and snj pi es f tl e [ ty, will 
come forward via the Chemlicon and T [u esta as so as they 
can make m:rangemenfs for so doing. It is their intention to 
bring the freight to a point within fourteen miles of San Pedro, 
from which it will be brought here by w^on, there being two 
of those very convenient vehicles for the conveyance of goods at 
this phice, and plenty of oxen. Thermometer 6 a. m. fi4 1-2 ; 12 
M. 79 ; 6 f , M. 70. 
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f 13tl].— 'I'cHjay information was received that Mr. 
P. and Dr. P., left Omoa several daya since and ascended tlie 
Cliemlicoii to tlie Taquisiesta, when, in conseqnence of low 
water and obstructions in ttie river, tliey returned to the bar at 
tlie mouth o! tlie Chemlicon, there to remain until iiistructious 
should be received from here. Ail were much disappoioted at 
this delay, as they have been without their Sunday clothes for 
nearly six weelts. Thermometer 6 a. m. li ; 12 m, 80 1-1 ; 6 
p. M. 76. 

Febbuaby 14th. — It was decided this morning' that Captain 
Buckoer and myself should take a Dorey and men at the ford of 
the Chemlicon, sBven miles sonth-east of here and proceed to the 
bar of the river and assist the gentlemen in charge of the baggie, 
they having had a seriona time of it since leaving Omoa. Our 
preparations were hastily made, and coasisffid of bknliet, bar, 
mackintosh, iodia-rubber coat and jerked beef; our dependence 
for bread being the plantain, a quantity of whicli we inteaded 
talting with us from the crossing, and to replenish our stock as 
needed at tlie various plantations we expected to pass. The 
Captain aod myself left San Pedro at 10 a, m., and at 11.30 
reached the vilbge of Chemlicon, and presented the letter kindly 
furnished by Gov, Eeynaud, and which expressed the desire 
that we should be fnniished with two men and a Dorey for tlie 
trip. Onr main dependence was a man named John, who it 
was ascertained after considerable delay, wis in ban Pedro, con- 
sequently me must await his return. On our way back to re- 
cross the river we visited a hot sulphur spiing, not more than 
thirty yards from the river's bank, the temperature oi which we 
could not aseerfaiii, haying left our tlieimometer at San Pedro, 
but it was evidently very high, steam hems; distinctly visible 
"■vm at nooii-ilay as theivater bubbled up. We willcndpavorto 
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visit this spot E^iti, and get a bottle of water for analysis. 
When we racrossed the river, John was on haad, but of course 
could not think of raaliing' a start till raoriiiDg, this being the 
oatiyes' peculiar habit in all such cases, and haviDg sent our 
horses back, will remain here till morning, at which time there is 
fair prospect of our getting an early start. Thermometer 6 a. m. 
73; 12 m. 16; 6 p. m. 78. 

Pbbkoaby 15^At 6.30 we were off.and altliough weexpeoted 
to have John only, or two men at most, find a boy In the boat 
whoseduty willtie to use a pole, Atl.40apoint was passed 
known to the natives as Juarlomo, though nothing was in sight 
save a girl washing clothes ; and at 8.15 an island, and at 8.30 an- 
other neither of which contained more than three or four acres ; 
and at 8.45 another,about lOacresin extent, the growth on which 
is principally willow. The mouth of the Tacomidie was pased at 
ll,and the Oowpen reached at 11.30, (This point is known 
as the Cow pen, because it was used in years past as 
a place for assembling cattle for the use of Mahogany cutters.) 
Nearly opposite tliis place one of the boatmen owns a plantation 
and the boat was stopped there in order that a supply of plan- 
tains might be laid in for the voyage. The Oow pen is situated 
at the base of quite a large hill, and the bank is from eight to 
ten feet high. We pushed oot at 12 «., and at 2 passed a 
piece of ground on our right that had the appeai'ance of an na- 
mense clearing, covered with high grass, and hardly a tree on it, 
and appeared to contain several hundred acres. The same char- 
acter of coastry was seen a few miles below, but the patches did 
not seem so estensive. John informed ns that though this ground 
is covered with grass, and peat, it is not swampy. Want ol 
time prevented our making such an examination as we desired, but 
at 2.45 we went ashore to examine, by climbinga tree, this pecniiar 
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and not uninteresting country, and to ascertain to what extent a 
kind of willow existed that was occasionally seen. Over thousands 
of acres the gi-a^ extends with here and there an isolated willow 
the baulc at the waters edge being four feet high. Was this dis- 
trict of country cleared by man ; and if so, why is it not now 
made to produce something for his support ? For several 
miles we passed through ^eouiitiy that presented much the same 
appearance, the grass being on either shore — the hank three feet 
high and river Ally yards wide. At 3 p. m. we left the main 
river and entered a -'cnt off" at our right. (Tliis cut off was 
made by a raft in the river a mile or two below, which entirely 
prevents navigation by the main stream,) we passed over a foot 
fall in entering the "cnt off" which at this place is ten yards wide 
eight feet deep, and has a current of about seven mUes an hoar. 
The utmost skill was necessary on the part of the boatmen to 
avoid runnbg into the bank and against falle.i trees, or sunken 
logs, and to prevent our being dragged into the water by over- 
hanging limbs. AtSp.M., apieee of low marshy ground was 
reached, and an occasional Mangrove seen — depth of water four 
feet, As good camping ground is not easily found, availed our- 
selves of the first that offered and at 5 Stopped for the night. 
Thermometer, 6 a, m. "il : 12m. 72 : G p. m. 73. 

Fkbsuaey 16th. — Left camp this morning at 6.30. The 
stream here is about twenty yards wide, but as we advanced, 
would at times become narrow, and in the course of the moro- 
ing we passed over portions not more than four yards wide, and 
over several miles that did not exceed six ia widtli, and a cur. 
rent varying from five to seven miles an hour. During the 
time we have been in tliis stream, no paddling has been neces- 
sary except for the pui-pose of avoiding obstructions. At 9 we 
made our exit from this "cut off' and again entered the main 



h,GtX)^le 



rirer, where but littie cun-ent was fonnd. Width of river fifty 
yards and bank twelve to flfteeQ feet high for a short distance, 
when it falls to sis and eight feet. For several miles we passed 
through country similar t« that seen in the cut off, and covered 
with high grass and willow, and being miles in extent from the 
river as well as along ite banks. At 1.30 we stopped at a plan- 
tation, cut some sugar cane — picked up some lemons and again 
moved on. (When the word plantation ia used, do not think it 
refers to thousands of acres, as they vary in size from one to ten 
acrei.) Distant mountains have been visible on our left during 
the entire day, hut at this place they come to the water's edge. 
While passing through the cut o£F we saw thonsands of Iguanas, 
and many birds of all kinds known to this section, except ducks 
of which but few were seen ; and alligators constantly plunging 
into the water oi- swimming along ihe bank. 

At 5 o'clock, our boatmen beginning to talk about camp, a 
promise of tobacco if we reached the bar that evening induced 
them to keep the paddles in motion, and onr trip ended precisely 
at 6 o'clock. Having made the trip in 2() 1'2 hours running time. 
We left San Pedro in the rain— slept in the rain last nights-sat 
in the rain to day from time of leaving camp to 2 p. m., and we 
are cold and disagreeable in the extreme. The fires that were 
visible as we approached the bar had a very comfortable appear- 
ance, and the chilly wind blowing from the sea caused us to seek 
their warmth at a double qniek. We found a nortlier prevailing 
at the time of reaching the bar, and a very heavy sea running and 
Ijreaking ou the beach with tremendous force, which reudei-s it 
impossible for boats to cross the bar and to go to Oienogueta- 
In crossing the bar one of the boats containing baggage was 
swamped, wetting all it contained, and ruining many articles. A 
courier left San Pedro on the morning of the i4th for this place, 
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but liaa not yet arrived, tliongli lie expected to come throug-h in 

one (lay. He is doubtless at GienagueU, awaiting a, cbnnge 

in tie weatlier, which will probably not occur for several days. 

Tliormometer 6 a v G8 ■ l*" a if T"* 1 *> • 6 p it "79, 
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engaged for tl e pu pose one of wh ch wl en loaded 11 d aw 
twenty aches in 1 tl e othe a xteen Th 3 m m nt w 11 b 
carried out un! i nformat o >* rece ved i om '3 n P d t 
stop it. "Notl g 1 card of the CO mer Tbermoineter 6 a. m., 
68; 12 m 71 6 r 1, 

Fbbh aky llth — Ea n aga th s morn ng v th heavy clouds 
at the north and west which present an angry appearance. Our 
blankets were wet again last night by the rain beating through 
our Gaboon shelters. After considerable exertion and great 
wa te rf patience we 'succcpdel in making a fire, whidi we find 
a noces-sary for waimth as for culinary purposes, and perhaps 
m re SD as the stDcli of piov sions is not in great variety and 
tht. services of a boyei is ujt needed in the kitchen. At 9.30 
ninl changed to f be south w th rain falling heavily, and but 
little prospect of abatement The natives cooked a Baboon to- 
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day, but we know nothiag' of its flavor. We haye eatea Conch, 
Iguana, and other things that did not pveaent a very inviting 
appearancs, but no Baboon, it 1 p. si. ivind changed to the 
westr—the rain ceiled, and we again made a fire and dried, or 
attempted to dry wliat had again received a wetting. At niglit 
the clouds disappeared, as usual. The sea continues very rough, 
and the roaring of the surf as it laahes the beach might be 
heard for several miles. Thermometer 6 a. m., 61 ; 12 m., 69 ; 6 
p. M., 69. 

PsBRUiRY 19th. — To our great joy the sun rose clear this 
morning, and we feel anxious to make a start, but must wait for 
men from Oienagueta. It is always delay with these people, 
who have no idea of the value of time, cxcopL as a means of 
measuring distance IVom one point f<i another. The sea being 
smoother this morning, a boat started for Omoa for provision 
for the men in charge of the effects of passengers who 
came by the last trip of the Steamer. Their effects are in bad 
order, having been wet for several days. Our individual bag- 
gage was returned from this place to Omoa, by the boat, as we 
expect to leave San Pedro immediately on our arrival there, for 
the United States. The courier that left San Pedro on the 
morning of the 14th reached here at 10,30 a. m., having been 
detained at Oieni^ueta by bad weather, as we expected. The 
men expected from Cienagueta arrived in time to load the boats 
and bo off by 1.45, p. m. They are to receive for transporting 
three thousand pounds of freight from here to the " Cow Pen," 
a distance of aixty-saven miles, forty-three dollars, paymentto 
be made in currency, which is not greenbaclts. The river was 
ascended for about eight miles, and camp pitched for the night. 
Thermometer G a. m., 65 ; 12 u., 13 ; 6 p.m., 71. 

February 20th. — At 6 this morning we were again on the 
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way, which is an eariy stevt foi' tlieso [Xiopje, tliougU we sliouM 
liavo been off an hour or more earlier. The hank at this place 
is three feet high, with plenty of Oahoon, and soil exceedingly 
rich. At 7 the heavens were overcast with " Mackerel Sky" 
whicii is a very good siga of rain, and tlie growling of a Baboon 
which was heard before we left camp, was pronounced by oue of 
flie boatmen a certain indication of "falKog weather.'' At 
7.55 a point was passed where a raft wil! sooo be formed, as the 
passage ia only ten yai-da, while the stream is aeventy-flve yards 
in width; fallen trees having nearly closed it. The large boat 
got across the first log that has retarded our progress, at 8.40, 
when a line was taken ashore and in a few minutes she was 
off. By 9 the sky was perfectly clear, which was cheering, as 
we have no tarpaulins with which to cover our eBfeets, and if 
tjicy again get wet it will be a more serioas undertaking to dry 
them than was the case at the bar. At 11 the plantation was 
reached where we obtained lemons on our down trip, and we 
again stopped to lay in a supply of plantains, lemons and sugar- 
cane. Our large boat stuck on a log at 3 r. m., but was not 
detained more than five minutes — the men taking water and 
dragging her off. In consequence of onr being near the grassy 
region, and the terminus of Galloon growth on this side of the 
■' cut off," stopped at 4 and pitched camp, where it will be 
necessary ta cook rations for two days, as we will soon be in a 
country where it will be almost impossible to find a camp- 
To-morrOw we will be in the eat off, when the work of th£ trip 
will begin. Therniometer 6 a. m., 60 ; 12 m,, 76 ; 6 p. m., 74. 

FBBURAav 21at. — We are afloat this motning at 5.30, which 
is an improvement on yesterday's start. A heavy fog hangs 
over the river and it ia quite cool. The cut off was entered at 9 
A. M., the boat occupied by Captain B. and myseli going ahead. 
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as we have the pilot. The boats are all provided witli poles and 
paddles, tlio flrst teirg coaataiitly used after we left tlie 
river. Our boat camped at 5.40, near a. place where the current 
was very swift, which point was not reached by the other boats ; 
the large one camping three-fourtha of a mile below us, and the 
cedar boat lower down. Thermometer 6 a. m., 63 ; 12 m., 80 ; 
G p. Ji., 78. 

Pebubaey 22d. — The iai-go boat reached our camp at 0.40 
this morning, and stopped to prepare provision foe the day. 
I'he cedar boat is not in sight, yet we ave not anxious concern- 
ing it, as the men in charge have shown great energy, and one 
of tlieni is the best boatman of the party. At 7.20, all hands 
having breakfasted we were again on the way. At 10.40 we 
reached our camp of the first night goingdown. Considerable 
detention was caused at 12 h. by the large boat getting across 
aiiothei' log, which occarred again at 12.45. This log had to be 
cut in oi-der to effect a passage. We are making very slow 
progress against current, logs, stumps, vines and the overhang- 
ing branches of trees. At 3.20, our pilot finding we were io a 
lagoon, and consequently out of our course, it became necessary 
to turn back a mile in order to re-gain the right direction. We 
had hoped to be out of tliis flat country and once more among 
Cahoon, before night, but now think there is little chance of our 
doing so. At 5 p. m. the large boat gronnded, and was relieved 
by all hands taking to the water and manning the gunwales 
Camp was pitched this evening at 5.30, in a very disagreeable 
place, the cedar boat being a short distance ahead and the large 
boat about one hundred yards below us. Thermometer G a. m.. 
63 ; 12 M., 791 ; 6 p. u. 7G. 

Fbbkuaby 23d.— 6 o'clock found us on the way this morning, 
and we think from our locality we are about two miles from the 
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main stream. J t 6.15 the big boat was stopped by a log which 
it was foaod nec cssacy to cat under water, and was again halted 
by a similaf cause at 6.45, io a verj' rapid current. At 7.20 we 
reached a point where the river is almost entirely closed by a 
larfje tree lying across it, the only passage being a circular one 
worn by the current around the roots, which the lai^ boat was 
exactly large enough to pass. At 8.05 all three boats were at 
the mouth of the cut'OfT, and in half an hour entered the Oham- 
licon, over a very rough place, tied up- to rest for a few min- 
utes, and again moved on. While our boat was being quietly 
poled along, at 10,50, the boy leaped into the wat«r, and after 
a momentary scuffle, rose to the surface with a turtle weighing 
about eight pounds. We could see no indication of anything of 
the kind, and the water was not oleai- enough for the bottom to 
he seen. 'I'liis beats any fishing we have seen, and proves a de- 
cided independence of hook and line. Our boat reached the 
Cow-pen at 4 p. m., the largo boat at i3, but the cedar boat did not 
come lip to-night. Tliermom., 6 a. m., 63 ; 12 ji. 79 ; 6 p.m. 76. 
Fbbsuaby 24th. — Captain Bnckncr and myself left Camp 
this morniug for San Pedro, at 6.30. A note was discovered 
here last evening written by Col. H., who was here on Satur- 
day (22d), which states the distance to San Pedro to be twelve 
miles. For several miles after leaving the Cow-pen our route 
lay over a rolling country ; after which we came to a piece of 
prairie land with here and there a clump of small live oaks. This 
piece seemed to contain about two hundred acres, and is cov- 
ered with coai-se grass from two to three feet high. This being 
a high, dry, and rolling piece of ground, we asked oui-self the 
question, was this ever in cultivation? This trip will long be 
remembered by Captain B. and myself, as we left camp with 
baggage enough for a pack-mule of small dimensions, and though 
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we shiTig it to a pole, aud tried tlie shouMera, and this liaiid and 
tliat, keeping step witti military precision, we failed to lessen its 
specific grayity. En wide, the Blanco nnd Tacomiche wei'e 
waded, the first two feet, and the second one foot deep, and we 
readied San Pedvo at a late honr in the afternoon, where termi- 
nated one of the most fatiguing' trips in wliich it was ever our 
misfortune to engage. Distance from 8. Fedroto Cow-pen, thh: 
teen miles, and from Cow-pea to bar, sixty-seven ; total distance 
eighty miles. We will have occasion to refer to. the river again.. 
Thermometer, 6 a. m., 66 ; 12 m. 82 ; 6 p. h. 78. 

Febkuahy 25th. — A party is on the road between San Pedro 
and the Cow-pen, cutting the way wide enough for wagons, 
which is necessary to be done in a few places. Col. H. is with 
thera to point out where certain advantageon^^ changes may be 
made, as ho examined the road a few days since. TheL-mometei-, 
6a.m. 70,- 12 if. 82; 6 p. M. 72. 

February 26th, — As we expected, the man engaged yester- 
day to go to the Cow-pen for our baggage did not get olT till 
this morning. Extra payment induced an earlier stiwt than they 
are in the habit of malting, and exacted the promise to be back 
this evening. He may arrive before morning and enable ua to 
get off as we desire — but, patience! " We will see what we will 
see." A native was found last evening secreted in the house of 
an immigrant, and was tried, sentenced and punished by 12 M. 
to-day — I'eceiving one hundred strokes with stont tamarind 
switches ; in addition to which he will be required to work for 
the public a given length of time. Mordi Gras has been in 
operation here for the past two weeks, and on Monday last the 
Tritdor sports should have begun, which are carried to a con- 
siderable exteot in Brazil by throwing flour on each other, and 
by throwing against the person their waxen bottles filled with 
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scented watci\ We saw no flour used in that ot in any other 
manner, but a few persona uaed a small eompressibie metal bot- 
tle, throwing tbe water by sqaeezing the bottle. The individual 
who went for one baggage, returned this evening, which is won- 
derful indeed ; but the person engaged to carry it to Onioa says 
he cannot start till day after to-morrow. We will endeavor to 
remove every obstacle to his going. Thermometer G a. m. 69 ; 
12 H. 82; ej-.M-TO. 

Februahy 27th. — Our baggage is ready, but not until ths 
sun was an hour high did the party engaged to carry it make 
his appearance. He came to get money with which to purchase 
rations, Mr. D. S. having promised to feed him on the road, and 
also raised the price he at first charged, from two dollars to two 
dollars and fifty cents. Twenty-flve cents being given him to 
procure rations, the work of tying on two trunks was commenced, 
thi-ee persons being engaged in it, which was completed to their 
satisfaction in half a,n hour. Eopes always have to be furnished 
for this purpose by the owner of baggage. Mr. Lucius Middle- 
brook and Mr. D. S. made a start at 8.10, and the baggage 
man at 8.30 ; we leaving Sao Pedro at 9.45, and overtaking 
the other gentlemen befoi-e they reached the mountain, the ascent 
of which was begun at 2.25 and terminated at Rancho Grande, 
at its foot, without accident, at 5.15 p. m. 

The following being posted at Eancho Grande, is copied for 
the benefit of " all whom it may concero." 

For ranging beast per night CJ ets, 

Foriisoof bed with net (no bedding is furnished, 0, S.)..50 

" " without net 25 

One meal at regular meal houra 37s 

After 7 at night, each meal, each person 50 

One cnp of coffee, vritb biscuit 12 J 
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72 A TRIP TO HONDURAS. 

'I'liosu wlio do not wisli to occupy beds, may Imve the free hsp 
of the Hall. 

(Signed) REGINO PRBO, Proprietor, 

Pbisruary 28. — At 6 this morning, we again mounted our 
mules and moved in tbedireotion of the coast, cong ratal aiing our- 
selves on the fact of this being tbe last day over this miaerable 
road. The day proved cloudy and without rain, which made 
the trip much more pleasant thao wonld have been the case un- 
der a clear altj. We reached Omoa at 2.10, and the Judge'5 
dincer hour being 4 p. it. we repaired to the Omoa river to 
exterminate the last agarrapata. 

Pebruary 29th.^ — We engaged passage, and embarked on 
schooner Omoa, bound for Belize, at 1.15. During the afternoon 
and that night hardly a br«ith of air stirred, and we could not 
tell whether we were moving, Mr. D. S. has another chil!, and 
we can only hope he will be as fortunate as on a former oecasioo, 
and have bnt one. 

March 1st. — No breeze to-day except of the moat gentle 
character, and we are yet a long distance from our destination. 
The sun again disappeared beneath the horizon without our see- 
ing Belize, though the trip is often made in twelve honrs. 

Maroii 2d. — Belize is in sight this raorning, and we came to 
anchor at 12.30. A customhouse officer came aboard imme- 
diately, and permitted us to go ashore at once. We " put up " 
at Brewer's Hptd,. Captain T. 0. Brewer, proprietor. It affords 
na pleasure to be able to say the capUua is an ex Confed. and a 
gentleman, , and that yon will always find the Table d'Hote sup- 
plied with -the. best the market affords, and at reasonable i-ates. 
The sleeping apartments are neat, airy and comfortable. Patron- 
ize him if you visit Belize, aud yon will not go away dissatis- 
fied. 
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March 3d — J^ M JPu nam Eai^, i\geat fur lAei«ra Tonng 
^Medo & Co extnidecl an jnyitabon to ub tog^i^ii^ap^ him 
tothe'MLO'ho river or .rather iW " flattie J^nding t^oroiles 
n6rth of the moutb of Aat nver for wb^ plftt^ h^ WrPBCts to 
siatt 3us eTening wim the steamer Eatecpriae, h^niKw^ to the 
flnb^nentioueil &aA will carry down a number pfpecsons who 
'an^ved on the last ateamei from ^ew Orleans "W^madeoni 
prcpaiation hi (,niD but the vessel did iwt maWo her ippear 
1111 iimn til h\ 

M u IT ith — It 1 I 'Pit lined that tbo Enteipnse is agioiind 
at 1h Htiil Oi 1 which IS a iviitei conn ctinii between the 
lii,Ii7e mri and thf Ba\ The steamer had been m the rn er 
foi BOmP tiniL, und i^uinj, repau'a and could oiil'v enter the Bay 
lytheiuQtL named cii acooaut of a budge pannmg the rivei 
111 town OuitL a number of gentlemen who neio waiting here 
foi hei are gone this morning to tendBi then seivites ni getting 
iiep off Ihermom C \ m T1 12 m 83 6 i a 1 

MiRCHoth — The Pntcipiisc lucceedeJ m getting off the 
barthis moiniiig and reached hei anchorage in theharboi at 7 20 
V n The Tiadenmd will sail on the ith and we haveaban 
doned the ti-ip to the Moho, as it is two late for us to make it 
and return in timo for the steamer, the distance being ninety 
miles. Wc paid our respects this moi-ning to his Escellenej-, 
liov. Longdon, and spent an honr both pleasantly and profitably 
ivith that gentleman. Having been informed of a grant mode 
to an American Company, of un extensive piece of country 
lying between Monkey and Deep rivers, we made inquiry of his 
J5xcel!ency concerning it and found it was not as we had heard, 
1'he " Enterprise " sailed this evening at G, with a large com- 
pany. Ilieniiometer 6 a. jr,, 77 ; 12 jr„ 81 ; 6 p. m. 76. 

BfAHCii Gtlh.^Several gentlemen on their way to tVie States 
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«rriveii at Belize this raoroiog from San Fedrp. They informed 
us that a party had visited the Ulua river at its nearest .point to 
San Pedro, eighteen miles, and that they reported six feet water 
to the bar of that stream. How they arrived at that conclusion 
Tve are unable to say, as we were not told they descended the 
piver. We remeniher distinctly that, before we descended tho 
Chemlicoii it was repoi'tcd to have two and a half feet at i^ 
lowest stage. Thermometer 6 a. m., 11 ; 12 h., 80 ; 6 p. k. 79. 

March 7th.— The wind has beeu blowing briskly from the 
«a5t foi" several days, and we anticipated rough weather on the 
trip, but having made every preparation for the voyage, hope to 
pass the time more comfortably than from New Orleans here. 
The " Trade-wind " weighed anchor at 12 u., and we are off for 
the land of Leafless trees. At 1.25, in consequence of roughness 
of the sea on the "outside-" cast anchor and remained here till 
morning. Thermometer 6 a. m., 77 ; 12 m., 81 ; 6 p. it., 78. 

Mabch 8th. — Anchor was weighed this morning at G, and 
we are again on our way. In a few hours we were useless to 
ourselves, and of no service to any one, and might have been 
found occupying the upper bei'th in No. 9, which we kept not 
only to^ay, but the next, and tlie nexi. 

March 11th. — We are able to be up to-day, but feel as 
though we had passed through a severe attack of sickness. We 
think a roe heniug would be good — none to be. obtained — cran- 
berry jelly— none within reach, "Waiter, have yon any^ mack- 
erel?" "I believe it is iiWgoJie, sir, but will see." "Mackerel, sir!'' 
"Ah, thank you." Better mackerel we never ate, and a good 
breakfast was made though the quantity eaten was very small. 
Tried a dgar, but succeeded in making a very small quantity of 
.ashes. Took a chew, nauseating weed ! how can any one use 
it? We retire to oar room, lie down, and endeavor to decide 
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which would be woree as a paoishmetit for a peiirou who is liable 
to sea-sickness — a compulsory sea faring life, the penitentiary, 
or decapitation 

Mabck I2th. — 'Crossed the bar at 9.30 a. m., and I'eacbed 
New Orleans at 10 p. m., remaining on board till morninff. 

March 13th. — By 12.30 baggage was delivered, and we are 
busy getting ready for the Jackson cars, which are to leave at 4 
p. M. instead of 7, as was the case a short time since. We 
Kueceeded in making a start, and will reach " Old Warren," at 
10.30, on the morniag of March 14th, 18G8. 
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BRITISH HONDURAS. 



It IB aingnUi but truL that Lrt pi-i-oiis «lio liaie noi; 
Malted Belize have any nell defined or coneot ideas of that 
place Of all the i>assen>,ei on flic liadewincl when no went 
ovei there beinj, more than a. bandied only two or thi-ce 
persons who had usited the coaatij had iili\ othei idea ot 
the place thin that the honses wlii. mdely coiislnictcd and 
ihc principal portion of the popnlitioii about as indeiHlhe 
buildings We confess oiir =tti prise nasgreit nhen hr&t we 
caught siaht of the to«n at night but greatei nas oui 
suiprise «henwe viewed it m themoining and fonad that it 
LYtended a!ou„ the ihoic lot a distauce of moie than a miie 
with well built houses anA palm ti^es scntleied hei'e and there 
Basing then iimljiella like top? to the breeze and lelieving the 
monotonous white of the buildinga by their fpli^^ presenting i 
veiy beautifnl ind laiiylike "icene ihe town has a width oE 
less than half a mik witha Maugroie swanip extending atone- 
lis rear and ts drained bv the Beh?e Biver w|iich placet tht 
northern end m an island made by the watei of the river piasnij, 
thiough the haul over six nnloEifrom tonn fheie is a canal 
lunniDg the entire length ol the place and in learof it which i>i 
ttttnty five fii.t wide piled on eithei wdt and spanned by se\ eril 
} on bridges Ihestreetsare of good widWi without sidewtlh-i 
and are kept Bcrnpulously clean ?/ o matter how hard it may 
ram or how windy it miv be there (^ no mud m tht one case noi 
dnst in theotbci as the streets aiemadi: o|f.and ind small g'rivel 



h,GtX)^le 



and arc eo hafd and sjnootli as to present the appearance of ce- 
ment or concrete walks. The Onstomlionse is nn excellent bnil- 
dinjf, and lias a beautiful Wharf, close bj ; the market lionse, 
thongh not large, is coDstructed of iron, and the bridge which 
spans tie river is a very substantial strnotai-e, though bnilt of 
wootl. 'rhc honses are fcom one to three stories high, and are 
constrncUid of bi-ick, frame, and a few of corrugated iron; and are 
covered principally with slate, tile aaS iron. Most persons do 
business on the lower floor and reside above, where may be found 
apartments as neatly constraeted and as elegantly furnished aa 
at any oHier place we can name. The mercbanls of Belize are 
able to drive their business, and not let their business drive 
them, for at 4 o'clock r. m. every store of any pretensions k 
closed, with a promptness that oansed us to ask if it was in ac- 
cordance with law, aad were informed it was simply a custom, 
(Happy merchants, thought wp, if you do not do business on 
twelve months' time. If you lived in the United States you 
would think slavery still in eiistenee, as with ns there is 
certainly no class of men who are worked harder than 
the merchantji.) There are six churches ; two Episcopal, one 
Methodbt, one Baptist, one Catholic and one Presbyterian. All 
TCry neat and large for a place the size of Belize ; the Methodist 
being very handsome indeed. We will endeavor to give a short 
description of it. The corner stone was laid by Gov. Austin, 
November 3d, 1864. The building is constructed of brick, with 
«late roof, and covers a surlace of about 50x100 feet, and has two 
floors, the lower one with ceiling about fifteen feet high, which 
is usted 'S a school-room, and the upper for Divine service; 
■a, atair-case running from the outside of the building, being the 
mode of reaching it. The pews are of Mahogany, and the pulpit 
is of thd same material ; lai^, and circular in form, with ahand- 
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sorrju lamp uii el the i' 'aide .of the cnehionaiid two in i-ear. In rear 
of the palpit ara three tablets, six feet high and three in width, 
those Qt the sides cmitaiuing the Ten OommuQdments, and that in 
Iho centre the Apostles Ci-eed. Gfothicwindoits of green glass oe- 
eupy nearly the entini width of the biiildiog,at the end where the 
pulpit is situated, and an either side of the room doable gothic 
windows of colored glass, with circular windows above them, 
extend from floor to ceiling, which is a gothic vault, with a base 
one half the width of the building, and from which two arches 
gracoftilly curve to the walls. The ceiling is painted white, and 
is relieved by strips of mahogany, several inches wide, running 
from base to apex, at intervals of about three feet. Five chan- 
deliera with three lights each, are suspended from the roof, and 
eight lamps at the walls, four on either side. We found by 
calculation that the floor would hold four hnndred and flfty-sis 
persons, and the gallery one hundred and eight. We attended 
service here at aight, two hnndred or more of the oolored popu- 
lation being present, and only llirte wliite persons, that we ?ottld 
>>ee, and wo never saw a more quiet or attentive congi'Cgution. 
The moment we appeared at the door, we were politely con- 
ducted ta a seat, and evtry attention shown that cou'd anywhere 
be given. 

'['here is considerable business diHic Mt Beliae, though we arc 
inchned to think from the appearance of stocks in store that too 
heavy a preparation has been madei for the iramigrauts' accom- 
modation. There are few roods around the town, and not i^ny 
in the country generally, transportation being carried on with 
boats and pack-mules. A boat is almost as indispensible, to an 
inhabitant of this place as a Carriage or buggy is with us, and 
tliey seem to have eshausted their skill and ing:enaity in their 
constrnction — some of them being very artistically and elegantly 
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mado. There avo several kinds of boats, tlie most important 
being' flio "Dorey" and "Pitpan." , The firat is shaped like a 
ship's boat, and sharp at both ends, aad the seeond is very long 
for its width and is used for navigating shallow wafer. Thesf 
bofttenremadeofagiaglepieee of wood, and are what wc 
would col! 'Tanocs, ov dug-onts." 

Xi -A-TW S . 

Concerning the jaws it is hardly neuessary to Nay anything, at 
they are English. Suffiee it to say, tliat, here law prevails, am 
this is one of thn most orderly conimanitlea we haVe ey^ visited 

X. .A. XT 13 S . 

Those who have I'oUowed as this far will be able to form 
pretty correct idea of the soil, and its location, and only a fei 
words are necessary on this point. The idea prevails that ther 
is very little thin land, which is not the case, as we not unfr; 
quently found clay at a depth of eight inches, and much Ian 
containing too large a pcoportion of sand. ■ The cahoon pain: 
which b received as a sure iiidication of rich land was . fotin 
growing on soli both wet and dry, rich and poor. That there 
high land in Bi'itish Honduras cannot be questioned, but it 
not on the coibt nor la it on the rivers within fifteen or tweni 
jniles of the coast anywheie south of Belize that was visited I 
ns except at All Pinea and Stiven Hiils and we were informi 
the beat lands could be found m that pari, of the colony V 
exaihmedthe Itnda on the rivers and as far as examined th 
are generalTy flat and present e\ery indicalnn of bemn lubje 
to overflow We found high gioand on the Middle Rnci t 
(xolden stream and haye no doabt there' is a i idge nt lai d I 
tween ail these rivers that if above o^erflDi but vliit i 
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extent, and what )s the eharacter ot the coimtry between those 
points and the riverg, or the coasts 

EITT K li S . 
The rivera ol' tlio colony examined hy iis are truly beautiful 
streams, almost entirely without ohsl ructions, niid generally very 
deep. The' fiolden-straim, Rio-Urande, and Moho might be 
navigated for twenty miles at least, by the Mississippi, Biver 
steamer, General Qaitman, when once over the bar, and at high 
tide she would have no diflieulty iii passing tliat point, 

During our stay in British Honduras, we saw but tn'o Snakes 

one of which was killed by Dr. F. on the Golden-stream, and the 

oiher we saw at All Pines i the first being unknown to us, and 

the second a garter snaket Mosctuitoes, sand flies audliottte 

Hies, except 'When -the Seabreeze prevails are v^yiiaraerous'and 

imioying. The first is an old enemy, and the second not un- 

(oown in this country, but the third belongs to a different 

atitode-T-we will describe it. In size it is almttst-thesame'as the- 

urkeyg^at, and punctures the flesh, usually teitbemfrcauaing.pwB, 

;aving ps it^ murk,(i small redi spot, of blooidtawn-to- the outer 

lyer of the akin. .,I?or eigliteen or tiy.enty-fonr hours this does 

ot annoy, but at about that time.an .pitching -aensatSoDUa pro- 

need, and you scratch continually, jyheathe handsisweltconsid-^ 

•ably,, presenting; a. very >, annfttural appearaneei -We *ere 

rtunately ,tol(l t^.ptyictare.thijsei^pots'a? -soon. .■&?■■ discoveredi ■ 

■DBS out the blpo^ and bathe, with, salt watc which was done, 

id no wnplraisant: results followed th^ir.,bjte. Wehaveseeu. 

Lndreds.of these bites, on the hands of a single individual. 

tits are very numerous .anil,, desteuetive to gardens. House- 

ss; so familiar to ns, are here almost unknown. 
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The'oraage; lemoii, liine,' plantain, bahana, guava, pine-applq, 
tocoa-But, and we might add all the fraits of the tropics, luf/icir' 



Much Ibe same as with as, and, iii additioa the j:am, yampa, 
casava,' coco or raalanga, and otliers of lesa importance. The 
yarn is very ranc& like bar sweet potato in appearance, and 
grows to a lar^size, frequently weighing ten or fifteen pounds ; 
and when boiled, very closely resembles the Irish potato. The 
yampa is also a root, but does nilt attain the size of the yam, 
and ia in taste a medium between the Irish and sweet potato. 
The casaya and makngaare also roots, the first of which grows 
to the weight of four or five pounds and has already been 
described, and the second to the size of our Irish potato, and is 
the nearest approach to that vegetable of all wc ha,ve named. 

Corn is grown, ai:d according to report, two crops are raised 
in one year. "Wewere shown some of this grain at Seven HillS; 
the ears being of medium siae and full to the ends. It is Very 
farinaceous and is early attacked by weevil, that in -a short time 
leave nothing but husk. -Many persons claimed that not only 
two crops a year can be"T^sed; but si sty bushels an acre to the 
crop: We saw nothing that promised a- larger return than 
fifteen bushels but we did not meaSute either- land or corn. 

Of rice we saw'some that was very fine. Two crops a 
year' are also claimed for this. We are satisfied this is a very 
fine country for its production, and that the yield will be 
both large in cjuantity'nnd excelienfin quality. 
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This tree, froiu the fruit of whioh the chocolate of 
is made, we Jid not see growing io British Honduras, but heard 
of one south of Belize, andof apatch of twenty or more oa the 
Belize Eiver. Parties who have tried it say they did not succeed 
well with it. 

Did cot see a ti-ee griiwiag in tiie colony. A gentleman ol' 
luy acciuaintauee said he did not believe there was a tree in 
British Honduras, b.ut.wss. told thetawiis oaeat Corosal. We 
liQOW of no reason why both cofibe and cocao will not grow here 
equally as well as in Spanish Honduras, aad believe if proper loca- 
tions are selootcd and the neeeasary care and attention are bes- 
towed they will succeed. 

Of boi-ses, mules, cattle, hogs and sheop, there are vei7 few in 
tlic country ; Spanish Honduras and Gnatemala being depend- 
ed on as tlie aourecs of supply. 

oovEKisri^EiKra? officers, 

lilis Excellency, Lt. Gov. Jas. Eobt. Longdoii. Private 
Secretary, ITredli. Harcourt Hamhlin. Ool. Secry., Controller 
of Oaatoms, and clerk to the Council, Lt. F. J. Hankin, E. N. 
Col. Secretary, Austin Wm. Cox. Ool. Treasurer, Antonio 
Math^- Attorney general, Joseph H. Phillips. Bishop, Bishop 
of Kingston. Chief Justice, Hon. B. J. Corner, Crown 
Surveyor, J. H. Faber. Immigration Agent, A. W. Cox, and 
many others j the above being the most importnnt. 

The Legislature is composed of the Lt. Goveruorjaad a 
Ij3gislative Assembly of twenty-one merabei'a, Tin., eighteen 
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elective and three uomiooted by the Otowii, also an Executive 
Council of six mem'tfei^^ 

'EKecaflvc'Ooviticil, (styled lionorable,) Officer Com.ti'oops, 
Ool: Secretary,-TreoSu"rei^, Alttotney-tieniary 'Ex Offich : A'. W". 
,Gox; A.Mathd,-R'Toledo. ■ 

ImporlM or the colony ior 18GB ;ei69,(133 08 

Exports .. 277,155 TC 

American Consul,,... ...i...j.. A. C, Priiidle. 

Spanish Hooduras. ..,..; 1 . J. E. Miitnc. 

Census population of colony, April 7,1861 25,C3a 

Present .. .. Belize about 6,000 

The population of the colony, iucludiuff the towns, is ahnost 
entirely colored. 

3DTJES. 

Ou the efifeets of agriuultunil immigrants there is no dnty ; 
but such persons on their way to Spajjish Honduras will be re- 
quired to pay " Trans-shipment dues," varying from twenty-five 
to fifty cents per packi^ ; the latter to be paid for each barrel 
of flour and pork. 

Many being under the impression that " living " is cheaper 
at Belize than in the United States, the following from Jlit 
"Belize Hondm'as Colonist" of February 29th, 1866, will 
unable them to form a better idea perhaps thou they at pre- 
sent imvo of the subject. Gold or silver to be used in pay- 
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FINANCIAL AND OOMMEECIAL 
3 of Exchange of Bills on England is $500 per ±100 



Plour SU to la per bbl. 

Eioe 15 to .S " 100 lbs. 

Corn 51 to 1.12!- per bbl. 

Plantains 28^ to 75c. " 100. 

Yams S2.25 to 2.50 " 100. 

Beef. $18 to 25 per bbl . 

Butter 44 to 50c. " lb. 

Lard 14 to IGc. " " 

Pork, Prime $24 per bbl. 

Mess $24 to 25 per bbl. 

Fish $G ta Wl " 100 lbs. 

Fowls $4.50 to 6 " doz. 

Sagar,brown $7 to IJ " 100 ibs. 

" white S'16 to 19 " " 

" loaf. S18 to 2,L " " 

Coffee 18 to 20 '■ " 

Tea S51.25tol.SOper!b. 

Tobacco, leaf. 25 to 32 " 100. 

Cedar. 25 to $40 " M. ft. 

Pitch Pioe Lumber 35 to $40 " " 

WhifePine 40 to $45 " '■ 

Mahogany boards $80 " " 

Before taking up the subject of Spaaish Honduras, it is a, 
pleasure to add our testimony to tlie fact that his Excellency, 
Jas. Bobt. Longdon, Governor of British Honduras is a gentk' 
man in every way qunlified for the nositioa he fills with so much 
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satisfaction to the people of the colony, and that he possesses the 
rare combination of an excellent administratiye and eseciitive 
officer the lesult of large experience and close observation, 
wh cli together wifh a finished education, polished manner, and 
earnest deaire to promote the welfare of those under him, has 
greatly endeared him to all. 

We found him also to be eminently praotica! in his 
ideas and tmst if this should meet his eyCftliat he will ex- 
cuse oui nsing an e'tpression made nse of by him, and which we 
will not soon foi'get, " that he did not so much desire to hear 
what pei'Bons conld do, as what they had accomplished " in their 
Ranting operations. 
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SPANISH HONDURAS, 



I II! PrPUFTK 01 ITOMlLKj 



I PI haps Spani'.h Hoiduras pwticularlv Sin Pel c auT 
\ initj leisived attention fiom oui coatitijmPn at as ear 
1> % diy ai Biitish Hondiiiw Mfioi Gretn Malcolm of 
Kei tnciy left Atlanta (i.eoigia in April 18C7 fur San Pe- 
lio 111 Oinon with seveDty souls '^ron aftei ther ariival 
xt Sai Fedio it was deal?! to place the gBveroment of 
tl ei local interests under tbe control of a comicil in order 
to i^oid the uecesa ty of assembling the entire colony when 
wi qnestion of intereet oi etpedi^ncy shonld use likely to 
effect Iheii nelfare and at a pnblic meeting they elected as then 
c uncil the following gentlemen Mai MUcolm as ther pie 
^1 lin^ offleei 

G- Malcolm L t. PirLle 

H H Briers t. o W "Wilteis 

T n Wide P Gollsnilh b c^ 

1'he site for a town to be called Medina, in honor of the Pre- 
sident of the Republic, was selected soon after the arrival of 
Major Malcolm, but up to tlie time of our leaving San Pedro it 
did not contain a finished house, and only three or foar were ia 
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course of consiructioD. Tlie site selected adjoius the oorporati<>n 
of San Pedi-o. In May, 1867, Majoi- Malcolm was made Ins- 
pector of Foreign Immigration, the following being a copy of 
his (.Dmmissoii fiom the GoTernmeiit 

(Co/m) l_0»ATAniA MiyoS, 18fi7. 

Scnol (jftBE"! MtL OLM 

1.1 Gobitrao en ^tenl■lon i que T lia sido adniitido ya como 
cindadano- de esti Eepublicn j teniendo en consideraclon bus 
aptitudes v baenos deseos por In prospendad del pais, lia tenido 
a bien nombraile por acuerdo de hoy Inspector ue la Inmi- 
gracion estvangeia en la costa e interior del departamento de 
'^anti Biibnia debiendo Y dar (uenta al &ol 'e o de las 
dispOi i-iones qne adopte ifiii de cnmpl con e e a o ue se 
le contiere paia allanar las dificnltades qu se p e»e e y dis- 
poner todo lo que sea conveniente en el pa t c a 

Esperaado que Y. se servira aceptar es e nomb n engo 

el placer de suscribirmo dc Y. mny aten o ae do 

PONCIANO LEIVA. 

Hay 111) sello dei iliiiislerio de Eelaciones Interiores y Gober- 

Fs coiil'ovme al ofigLiml. 

Sail Pedro, Febroro 2, 18G8. 

J. HETNAUD. 
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(Copy.) CoMAYAGUA, Jlaj 8, 186". 

Mr. Green Malcolm, 

Sir; 
The government, considering that you have already been ad- 
mitted as a citiaeu of this Eepublic, and satisSed of your abilities 
and good wishes for the prosperity of the country, has deemed it 
espedient to nominate yon by a resolution passed this Hay, In- 
spector of Foreign ImmigratioQ for the coast and the interior of 
the Department of Santa Barbara, making it your duty to report 
to the Government, whatever measures jou may adopt, in your 
officia! capacity, to remove all difficulties that may arise and to 
promote the views of Government on the subject of immigration. 
Hoping tliat you will accept tliis nomination, I have the 
pleasure to subscribe myself yours respectfully, 

FONCIANO LEIVA. 
Given under the seal of the Ministry of Interior Eolations and 
Government. 

A true copy, 

San Pedro, February 2, ISfiS, 
J. EEYNAUD. 
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On the third of May, i86T,°tlie eommimicatioii below wa? 
forwarded to the authorities. 
iCopy.) 

To his ExeeUeiicy the President and Rxeciitive officers of the 
Repablic of Houdm-as ; 
Gbntlbmbn : 

The undersigned I'capectfuliy Kubmits to joar consideration, 
that on the 10th of April, after a passive of ten days, I arrived 
in the city of Omoa with seventy soals, eniigranta to yonr beau- 
tiful land. These persona consist of men, women and children, 
who are what might be termed the forerunners of perhaps thou- 
sands of the best citizens of the Southern States, of the United 
States. We wish to make this our home. To find in this that 
which we have lost in our own native knd, liberty. To make 
this what our country was before it was destroyed by our 
enemies. Onr desire is to become citizens of the Eepublic at 
once, to be a part of your people, ;to claim your protection, to 
■defend jOQ with our lives from foreign invasion, and to do our 
wholeduly to oui adopted countiy Incoming among you we 
would state that on account of oir recent great misfortunes, 
many of us are greatly impoverishel and without going into 
fortber preliminary remarks would give this as our reason for 
asking you to grant the following privileges and donations. 

1st. A grant of land a^ mdicate:] in the accompanying map. 

2d. A free port at Port A cabeil OS for three years, for the 
exclusive benefit of the colony. 

3d. The exclusive navigation of tlie rivers Ohamilicon, Ulua 
and their tributcies for ten years. 

4fh. The right to bnild roads through public or private lands, 
for the benefit of the Colony and Government. 
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5th. The right to construct iqucducis and bung witei 
tbrough ouL- aud adjaceot lands 

6th. The esemption from tTiatioa for two jLSia fiom the diy 
of arrival. 

7th. The privil^e of enacting our own mumr ii)al leguhtion^ 
ill conformity with the laws of the Repuhhc. 

8tli. 'l.'he privilege of oigauizing our city adjacent to ban 
Fedro, sepai'atoly from that town and naming it tlie city of 
Medina. 

9th. The exclusive puvilege ol establishing ' man lifactoriK for 
the manufactiti-e of woolen and cotton goods in the Republic for 
ten years. 

10th. The exclusive pimlege of introducing for &\b years, 
wagons, buggica and carriagei,, the comoion sense sewing ma- 
chine, washing machines of all descriptions with machines for 
making tin-ware. 

11th. The privilege of distilling liquoi> fi jra the productioni 
of our farms. The privile^'e of plantiug and hai vesting all seed" 
in our colony, and introducting the still known as tlie Lo^ still " 
12th. The privilege of introducing for eight years the circular 
saw mill run by steam or water, planing machines and shingle 
machines- Toe above we ncknowledge appears liberal and we 
would not have you think us asking too much, Ibr we by these 
privileges and grants, desire and are determined as far as pos- 
sible to use them to the improvement, development and welfare 

With the higliest consideration, 

I am gentlemen, your obedient servant. 
(Signed.) G. MALCOLM. 

Oomayagua, Honduras, 0. A., May 3, 1867. 
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To wliioli the t'oilowiiig aiiswei' was retnrnef]. 
iCopia.) 

El Preaidente en quleu reside el Supremo Foder Ejeontivo de 
la Eepubliea de Honduras, por cnauto : Hnberae presenfado el 
Senor Oreeii Malcolm natural de log K. E. U. TJ., por 
si y a nombre de varbs farailiaa sua connaeionales, 
solieitaiiclo esfablecerse en el territorio de la Eepublioa bajc 
ei gose de los cindadanos Hondurenos j con sujeccion a las leyes 
vigentes y qne en io euccesivo se emitan en el pais, para cujo 
iateiito pideii varios privilegios y consecioaes. 

CoHsiBBBANDo — Que la Eepnbiica necesita de inmigrantes 
industriosos para desarrollar los eleraentos nataralea de riquezat 
qne abundan, y que el Decreto Legislative do 33 de Febrero de 
aiSO pasado faeiiKa al Gobieriio para protejer eata clase di 
empreaas. Poi" taoto ; ha venido eu hacer j decretar las conse 

la Se pfrmite a los inmigrantes hocrado-! y laboriosoa pro 
nxHentea de lus E, E. U. U. del Sur do la America de 
Norte que biui Uegado y que arriben ea lo sueeeaivo a 
pais, el es tabled mien to en el Distrito de San Pedro, Departa 
jinento de Santa Barbara, de una poblacion, que llevara el titnli 
■He ciudad de Mediua. 

iQa. A mas del nso comun que la Muoicipalidad de Sau Pedr 
ha concedido a dichos iiimigrantes en sus ejidos bajo las cond' 
ciones asignadas en ana acta que ha pi'osentado eu copia f 
Senor Malcolm, y que el Gobierno !ia aprobado, ae lea concede 
lo3 terrenos nacioiiales contiguos a los ejidos de San Pedro aai » 
Sur dc dicha poblacion y coutenidoa deiitro de estos limit* 
pvincipales ; El Ohamaleoon, la Cima del Oerro nonibrado I 
Cnmbre y la base de las montanas del Snr Oeate del niisra 
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pueblo ; debiendo O[)ortunaraenfe practicarse una delineacion 
adacuada. 

3a. El Paerto Oovtes sera franco por tres ados para que loa 
poblaiJorcs de la ciaclad <1e Medina Intrtkluscat] todo 1o qae les 
sea necessario para sn consnnin y (jstaWecimiento de casas, 
fabricaa, maquiDas, etc. 

4a. La navegacion por medio de vapor o fuerza de caballos, 
de lo3 rioa de Ohamalecon, Ulaa y bus tributaries sera esclusiva 
para los mismos itiniigraiif«s por el termiao de ocbo ailoa. 

5a. Se les concede tambieu los siguientcs prtvilejios escluai- 
vos : lo, Por diea anos e! establecimlento de maquinas para maiiu- 
facturar laiia, algodon, n otraa luatsriaa flbrosas, y para reSnar 
aziicai', 2o. Por ocho aiios el de maquina circular movida por 
ayiia o vapor para acerrar madera y la de aeepillar y hacer teja- 
raani. 3o. La introduccion por cinco aSos de carrcB, caleaaa, 
carraages, la maquina de cocer coHOclda con el nombre de 
" Common Sense Sewiog Machine," la de bacer bajilk de lata, y 
e! alambique coaocido con ei uombre de "log stilt" para la 
destilacioa j venta de licores, la haran de conformidad con los 
reglamentos de este ramo. 

Ga. Tendran el derecho de conatruir caminos que paseti por 
terrenos nacioimles o de propriedad particular para beoefioios de 
illos mismos y del Gobierao y el de hacer acneductos o traer 
(guas para regar sus terreuos 

Ta. Los pobJadores de k ciudxl de Medina estaran exceiitos 
!el servicio niilitar y de coiitribociones forsosas por el terniino 
le dos aiios emitadoj deade su arnbo al pais. 
8a. Tendran el derecho de elejir para 3U Gobierao local y con 
iTcglo a las leyes da !a Republica ira cuerpo municipal, pudiendo 
Htre faiito haya un numero de qainieatas almas, ser rejidos por 
11 Gobernador y nn Jnez de Paz que elegiran de eiitre ellos 
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raisuioa, estando sabordinodos el pn'mero a\ Goberiiador de Santa 
Barbara y el segundo al Juez de Primera lostancia de Ora,oa. 

9a. Tendra el dereeho de liacer sns reglamentos muiiici pales o 
baiidos para el Gobierno Interior de la poblacion de conforiuidad 
con las leyes de la, Republic* y sometieodolos a la aprobacioii 
de! Corgreso, o del Supremo Poder Bje(^utivo. 

10a. Loa articulos que dichoa pobladores enibarqueo en los 
piiertos de la Eepublica, seran libces de todo dereeho de expor- 
tacioii por el teimino de ocho aiios. Estaa concessioiies en nada 
perjudiearan a la empresa del Ferro-carri! Ititer-Ocea,nico, 
proyectado, pues loa privilegioa permitidos o que se permitan 
sobra este partiealar seran una escepcion de estas con :!e33i ones. 
Sera eatendido, que los privilegios antes referidos relatives al 
estableciraiento de maquinas, se estenderaii aolamente ea los de- 
partameutos de Santa Barbai-a, Gracias y Oomay^ua, excepto 
el de la maquina de liacei- telas que sera extensiro a toda la Re- 
Si dentTO de tres aiios no bubiese en la ciiidad que va a Inn- 
darse uu cumero de quinientas almas por lo meaos, los privile- 
gios concedidos en este Deci-eto quedarao sin efecto ; poro ea 
este caso los inmigrantes que ya estea estableoidoa disfcutaran 
de la propi-iedadde la parte que tengan caltirados de los terrenos 
coiicedidos. Esctitas en Oomayagua en ia casa de &obierno a 
ocbo de Mayo de mil ochosientos seaenta-y-aiete. 
J. LOPEZ, 

PONSEANO LEIVA. 
Hay liu sello. 
Es ctinforme eon su original. 

San Pruiio, Enero 29, 18S8, 

J. EETNAUD. 
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Tlie President, in wlioni resides the supreme, executive 
power of tlie Eepublic of nondiiras. 

Wliereas, Mr. Green Malcolm, a native of tlie UDitecl States, 
for himself and in behalf of vai-ious families of his nationality has 
presented a petition, soliciting permission to settle in the ter- 
ritory of tlie Republic, with the privileges of citiznns of Hon- 
duras, and subjecting themselves to the laws now in force or 
tliat may hereafter be enacted in this coantry, with which 
intent they ask certain privities and « 



'L'hat the Republic is in need of iudustrious Immigrnuti; to 
develop the natural resdaices which abound in our coui:trj, and 
tliat the Legislative Decree of 23d February of last year autho- 
rises the Government to protect this class of enterprises ; 

Thei-efore, now makes and decrees the following concessions ; 

1st. It is permitted to the honest and industrious Immigrants 
from tlie United States, of the South of North America, who 
have already come or may hereafter come to tliis country, to es- 
tablish, in the District of San Pedro, Department of Santa 
Barbara, a cummnnity which shall bear the title of Oity of 
Medina. 

2d. Besides the common use which the Municipality of San 
Pedro has granted to said Immigrants in its public lands, under 
Ihe conditions laid down in the Act presented by Mr. Malcolm, 
md which the Govei-nmeut has approved, they are also grauted 
;lie national lands contiguous to those of San Pedro towards the 
outli, nad included within the following' boundaries; the Oham- 
icon and the base of the monntains of the sonth-ivest of the' said 
illnge of San Pedro, a delineation of which will be opportunely 
lade. 
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3. Port Cortes shall be free duriEg tbree years, in order that 
the settlers of the city of Medina may introduce evei7 thing ne- 
cessary for their cODSumptioD, and for the establishment of 
houses, DiaDufactories, machinery, etc. 

4. Kavigation by steam or horae power of the rivers Oliam- 
licon, Uiua and its tributariea, shiiU be the exclasivc privilege of 
said Immigrants for a period of eight years. 

5th. They are also granted the following exclusive privileges : 

1st. For ten years, the establishment of maehines for mann- 
Facturing cotton, woollen and other fibrous goods, and for 
refining sugar, 

2d. For eight years, the establishment of steam or water power 
mills, for sawing and planing lumber, also wash machines 

3d. The introdnction during five ye h of wa^on buggies, 
carriages, the sewing machine knoiv a the Common 
Sense Sewing Machine," the machine fo mak ng t wa e and 
the still known as the ''Log Still," for the d st Hat on f spirit- 
uous liquors, and the sale of the same, under the egul t ons rela- 
tive to this branch. 

6. They shall havethe right ofconstructiug roads over national 
lands, or lands of private persons, for the benefit of themselves 
and of the Government, and to construct aqnedacts to conduct 
water for the irrigation of their lands. 

1. The settlers of the city of Medina, shall be exempt from 
military service and forced contributions during two years from 
their arrival. 

8. They shall have the right to elect for their government, and 
in conformity with the laws of the Republic, a municipal 
body ; and may, ia the meantime, and until they number 500 
persons, bo ruled by & Governor and a Judge of (he Peace whom 
they shall elect from among themselves, those officers being 
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subordinate, the former to the Governor of Santa Barbara, aiicl 
the latter to the "Jndge in tbe First Instance" of Omoa. 

91ii. They shall liavB the right to mate their own rnles and 
regulations for the internal government of the cnmmnaity, in 
conformity with the laws of the Republic, and shall submit tbese 
to the approbation of the Congress, or the Supreme Bxeontive 
Power. 

10. Tlie articles which said settlers may ship in the ports of 
the Ecpublic shall bo free from all export duty during a period 
of eight years. 

These concessions shall in no manner operate to the prejndioe 
of the projected Inter-Oeeanic Kailroad ; for, whatever privileges 
liare been, or may hereafter be granted to the latter, shall be an 
exception to the present concessions. 

Let it be understood : that the privileges before mentioned 
relative to'the estaMisbnietit of machines, shall be conSned to 
the departments of Santa Barbara, Oracies and Coinayagiia ; 
cxceptiag for the machine for mannfactiiring cloths, which shall 
extend to the whole Republic. 

If within three years the number of persons in the city now to 
be founded does not ascend to five hundred at least, the pri- 
vileges granted under this Act shall remain without effect ; but. 
in such case the immigrants who may already be established 
;hall have the right of property to such portions of the land 
granted as shall be found under cultivation. 

Written in Comayi^ua, in the Government House, on the 
5th day of May, 1867.— J. Lopez, Ponseano Leiva. 



J. EETNAUD, 
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On the 22d of Api'il 18t<7 tlie Act givun below wss passed bj 
tlie town of San Pedco for the protection of Joceign Irami- 
g rants. 

Ada Mimiciimi de Im Atctoriiiades de San. Pedro, protejiendo 
a los Inmigrantu Estrangeros. 
Jose Marh Mbei.o, 

Secretario de la Mnnicipalidad de San Pedro, 

CertiBco : que en el libro de aotas y acuerdoa que la Mnnici- 
palidad lleva en el covrieutc ano, se encuentra el acuerdo que 
liffiralmeute dice : " Sala de Seaiones Mmiicipalea, San Pedro, 
Abril veinte y dos de mil oehocientos sesenta y sietfi. 

La Municipulidad de San Pedro, rcunida estraordinarjanieiite 
en union del Consejo y otros vecinos, presidida por el seSor Al- 
calde Municipal. En seguida, deapnea de oida la solicitud ex- 
pueata por el eoronel Mr. Greeo Malcolm, natural de los Bsta- 
d03 Uflidoa de Norte America, representante de la emigra- 
cion de dichos Bstados, quo boy ha arribado y que arribe en lo 
sucesivo a esta poblacion eon animo de avecindai'se ; por si y a 
noinbre de sua consoaios, pidio se les conceda poblarse con noso- 
troa, y t-errenoa de loa nnestroa para edificar casas, para babita- 
ciones, para raaquioaa, fabricas mannfacturas de coser, tejer, 
asen'ar y otras, y para cultivar. La Mnnicipalidad, oonaide- 
tando : lo. Que el territorio do la Eepnbiica de Honduras e 
un asilo para todo eatraugera, maxime qne venga a tmbajar di 
cualquier manera en el. 2o. Que ofreciendo Mr. Malcolm por a 
y sus consocioa estableoer fabricas y manufectnraa en el pais ; j 
adamas, ensenar a los hijos de eate misrao, diclioa ofleios u otros 
3o. Establecer una rnta de ooraunicacioii por el Cbamaleeo 
entre Omoa y San Pedro para esportar e impoi-tar mercancia 
suyas J de los del pais, cobnindolea a etos precios eqnitativffi 
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tan to, que Ics mesh dus o t ps ^eoes fflenos que el atquiler iJe- 
nna muU por el traii=poitP 4o Yivii" fratepiialmente coa ios' 
(]e estt pais y seivirse mutuameiitc. 56. Acatav laa autori- 
liades, lis lejes y la leligion del p-in, y conttibuir por su parte al 
reapeto obseivaneia y CHmplimiento to las primei-as, de modo, 
que ai eatre ellos algnno faltire a su dicho respeto y observancia,. 
pedii'aii y liaran que sea eastigado segun la^ mismas leyes. 60- 
Y establecer colejios'y escuelaa de ensenaozn para sus hijos y los. 
de este pais, cuanclo se radiquen. Y la Municipal idad en conse- 
cueiicia, oyeudo al cousejo, acordo. lo. Dai' a todo estrangero 
quo quiera radicarse en San Pedro, dereclio en los ejidos de e9lia 
poblaoioii para edificar casas para habitaciou, para maquiaas o 
fabricas de tejer, coser, acerrar maderas y otras qoedesoea esta- 
blecer despiies, y para el cnltivo de cana, algodoii, cafe, etc. 2o, 
Que los Norte Americanos que hoy Lan llegado y llegaren a 
establecerse en San Pedro, no podran impedir a ningun centro- 
americano, o de otra nacion amiga, qae vioiere a avecindarse, 
que qaisiere ediBcar casa ceroa de las suyas en los lagares que- 
no tengan oocapados. 3o. Que el dereubo que tengan en los 
cjklos sera igual ai que tienen los vecinos de San Pedro para 
cultivar, para cortar maderaa, aeaa o no para construeeion, para 
material(B de aus casas, fiucaa y de otras cosas para que quieran 
hacer oso, menos para enportai'las como articulo meroaatil. 4o. 
Igual dereclio tendrau a laa plantas mediciiiales y Trulas sil' 
vestrea sin duefio, que se encuentrea en diclios ejidos para que 
bagan uso de ellaa. Tambien tendran derecbo al u-o de la madera. 
para lefia y de las aguas para sua maqninas, siempre que las- 
locessitaren, si de esto no i-esaltare dafio alguno al comun del 
jueblo. 00. Qae niiiguao de loa vecinos de San Pedro lea mo- 
estara ni inquietara por )a posestoa de lo que adquieran bajo de 
03 principios de esta concesion ; y el que lo hiciere, sera casii- 
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gado como pei-turbador de la paz y tranquilidad de las fiimiliag. 
60. Que de rate acuerdo se le de testimonio a Mr. Malcolm para 
que lo pvcsentc a S. E. el Sr. Presidente de la Hepnblioa, 
para que si lo estimass por convenience, ae sii-va darlo au so- 
berana aprobacion, o que diaponga lo que faere irias confornie. 
Asi se afioi'do, firmaodo la Mnnicipalidad, el Coubbjo y ¥e<;inos 
que coiicarrieron por ante mi el preaente Seoi-etario que doy fe, 
Monico Padilln. Por el Senor Rejidor Don Pablo Oaliz, que 
no sabe firraar, y por mi coitio Bindico, Antonio Zarabia. Pov 
los Consejeroa Don Joan Zuniga. Don Jnan Caliz y Don Luis 
Matamoroa que no saben firmar, y por mi como Oonsejeco, 
Manael Ornz. Timoteo Qaintera. Ijazaro Bavdales, pnr mi 
padre Berapio Beyes, qne no sabe flrraar y por los Senores Don 
Jovge Vallecillo, y Don Oonoepcion Vallecillo. Andres Reyes. 
Manue! Oaliz. Jose Raynaad. Rufino Gonzaiea. Edoardo 
Buchmar, Jose Maria Merlo, Seoretario. Concaerda con sii 
orijinal a qncvemito de dondelosaque literalmente, a pedimeato 
verbal de Mr. Malcolm, en San Pedro, a los veirite-y-trc3 dias 
del mes de Abvil de mil ochosieutos sesenta-y-sieto. Jose Maria 
Merlo, Secretario, 
Bs con forme, 

San Pkuro, Encro 31, 18G8. 

■J. EKYiVAUD. 
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A Municipal Act of the Authorities of San Pedro, for the Pro- 
tection of F r^ Inn' ail. 
I, Jose Maria Merio, Secv ta y of tlio Municipjlit> ol &iii 
Pedro, dolierby certify : 

That in the Book of Acts an I Re. I t o of the Municipality 
for this year, is found the Rps Int wh h literally sayi 
Municipal Sesion Hall ban Pel o Apiil 32, 1861 
The Municipality of San Pedro, in extraordinary session as- 
sembled, in conjunction with the Council and other citizens, pre^ 
fiided by hb Honor the Alcalde Municipal, nnd after hearing the 
petition pi'esented by Ool, Green Malcolm, a native of the Uni- 
ted States of iS'orth America, representing the emigration from 
sitid t^tates already arrived or that may hereafter arrive at this 
place, with tlio object of domiciliating here, for himself and in 
behalf of his a^ooiates, he solicits the right of Bettling among 
us, and also the grant of lands to build houses for residence, and 
for machine-shops and mauufaotories of vartons kind:), such as — 
Clothing manufactories, Saw Mills, etc., and also for agricoltu- 
•al purposes ; Therefore, the Municipality, considering : 

1st. — That the territory of the Republic of Honduras offers 
\ home to all foreigners, particularly to the industrious who may 
vifih to settle upon its soil ; 

2d, Tliat Mr. GcQ3ii Maluo'm, for himself and in the name of 
lis fellow settlers, offers to establish machines and manufactories 
T the country, and to teacU to the natives of the soil the use and 
ianagement of the same, and Other trades ; 

3d. To establish a highway for transit by the Ohamlicon, be- 
n-een Omoa and San Pedro, to import and export merchandise 
>r themselves and for the natives, requiring from the latter such- 
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reasOQahle prices as will aiuoant to about oiia-third ilic bire of 

4: To livo in good liarmouy with the natives, fraternizing witli 
and helpiog each otiier. 

5. To i-espeot the authorities, the laws and the religioa of the 
country, and to contribute on tbeir pai-t, to the respect, obser- 
vance and execution of the same, so that if any ot them should 
fail in this particular, thoy shall demand and see thst he be pun- 
ished according to the laws. 

6. To establish Colleges and Schools for tlieir children and 
those of the natives. 

And the Municipality after hearing the Council did | therefore 
resolve ; — 

1. To grant to each and every foreigner wishing to settle in 
San Pedro, the riglit to build on the public lands of this com- 
munity, houses of residence, machine-sliops and manufactories of 
various kinds, for cloths and clotliiog, saw mills, and such others 
as they may wish to establish afterwai'ds ; and also for the cul- 
tivation of Cotton, Sugar Oana, Coffee, &c. 

2. That the North Americans who have arrived or may here- 
altei' arrive here for the purpose of settling in San Pedro, shall 
not oppose any Central-American, or citizens of any friendly 
nations who may come to settle, and erect bnildings on the un- 
occupied lands in their vicinity. 

3. That their right in relation to public lands shall be the 
same as those enjoyed by the citizens of San Pedro, for cultiva- 
tion, for making lumber, whether for building purposes or for the 
use of their establishments, or other purposes, excepting for ex- 
portation as an article of merchandise. 

4. They shall have an equal right to the medicinal plants and 
wild fruits on the public lands ; also the right to cut wood for 
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fuel, aod to the use of the water for tlieir macliines, whenever 
they may oeed them, provided no prejudice i-esnlt therefrom to 
tlie public at large. 

,5th. That no citizen of San Pedro ahall molest or disturb 
thom in tlie po^esaion of whatever they may acquire under this 
Act : and any one so doing', shall he punished !is a disturber of 
the peace and tranquility of the community. 

6th. TJiat this Act be eommnuieated to Mr, Malcolm, that 
ho m*y present it to His Excellency the President of the Re- 
public, in order that, should he deem it expedient, he may give 
it his sovereign approval, or otherwise dispose as he may think 
proper. 

Tints agreed, and signed by the Municipality, the Council' 
and. citizens who concurred, before me, the present Secretary, 
to which I hereby certify. — -Monioo Pedilla, by tiie Senor Re- 
gidor Don Pablo Cadiz, who cannot sign his name, and by me 
as Syndic, Antoiiio Zarabia ; for the Councilmen Don Juan 
Zuniga, Don Juiin Cadiz, and Don Luis Matanioros, who can- 
not write, and for myself Manuel Cruz. Timotoo Qnintero, 
Lazaio Bardalis. For mi padre, Seraphio Eeyes, who cannot 
sign, and for Messrs. Jorge Vallecillo and OoncBpelc(u Valle- 
cillo, — Andres R«yes. Manuel Cadiz, Jose Eeynaud— Rnfino 
Gonzalez — Eduardo Buckmaf. .fose Maria Merlo, Secretario.: 
This agrees with the original from which I copied it literally, at 
the verbal request of Mr. Malcolm, in San Pedro, on the 23d. 
day of the month of April, 1861. — Jose Maria Merlo, 
Secretary. 

A true copy ; 

San Pedro, January 31, 1868. 

J. RBTNAUD. 
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Tbo following is from the Legialative Bullelin of MafcU 
Utli, 1866 : 
El Presidents ck la Repiiblka de Honduras a sus Habitantes . 

Sabed : Que el Soberaoo Coogi'eao ha deeretado lo siguienle : 

"El Soberano Oongi'esocon el fin de eatablecer las condi- 
cionea bajo las cuales debe udmitirss en la Eepubliea la innii- 
graeion estrangera ; y en coaipUinento del ai'tlcuioi 19 de la 
Ccnatitucion, ha teuido a bieu 

DEORETAR. 

Abtioui.o Io. Sb concede a toJos ios estrangei'Os qae quieraii 
domiciliavse en Hondiiraa, loa dereohos que gocan los'nativos 
con areglo a las lejes. a las cuales qnedaran sagetos los iiimi- 
grantes, desde el momento eu que adquicran vecindario. 

Abt. 2o. El estrangero qae desde el dia en qne obfenga 
cai'ta de vecindad, eu cinco anos, cultive poaitivamente un ter- 
reno nacional, estableciendo en p1, fincas eatables, lo hava snyo 
en propriedad, pudieiido sacar de otros terreiios nacionales 
con tiguos, los aprovechamientos necesarios para su finca. 

Akt. 3o. Los estrangeros gosai-an el privilegio de no prestar 
sei'vicioa mil itares en uii periodo de diez anos, salTO el caso de 
gnerra nacional .para repeler nua invasion ; y por cuatro afloa 
no sernn molestados para Qiugun oflfio o empleo concejil. 

Art. 4o. Los iomigrantes que profeseo otra religion que no 
sea la doQiinanfe, pneden ejercer pcivadamante su propio culto, 
y erijir cemeoterios para aepnltar sns cadaveres. 

Art. 5o. JjOs inmigrantes no eataran sujetos, durante ocho 
An.os, a tasas ni inipoestos extraordinarios ; ni pagaran dereclios 
flscales por la introduccion de maquinas kercamientas, instra- 
mentos y libros para ejercer sus oienoiae 6 industrias. 

Abt. 6o. El Poder ejecntivo concedera privilegios esclusivos a 
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Io9 estrangei'Os invenlorea o introdnctores de inaquinaa o pi'ooe- 
liimientos ntiles, no usadoa en el pais. 

Art. 7o. Eii todo tiempo, loaestrangeroa libreade responsa- 
billdad legal, podniii emigrar y disponer de sua intereses a an 

Art. So. A ios inmigrantes qae tomen . eii arrendaniieoto, 
tierras o fificaa de propriedad particular, no se leg cobrara mas 
cation penaion, que la que por coatumbre He haya exijido a 
los nativoa. 

Akt. 9o. Las conceaionea Ai osta, ley se eiiticndeu acovdadaa 
tambien, a favor de lo3 inmio^raotes de las Bepnblicas de 
America, 

Dado en el Salon de aesiones del Congreao Naeional. Ooma- 
ayagua, Febrero 26 de 1866. Juan L opez, J). P. Carlos Ma- 
driii, D. S. Jei'onimo Zelaya, D. S. 
Ks confomie a an original. 

San Pedro, Febrero 3 de 1868. 

J. KETNAUD. 



OoMATAouA, lith Marcii, 1866. 
The President of the Republic of Honduras, 

To its Inhabilants : 
Be it known : 'j'iiat the Sovereigu Oongrea* has decreed the 
following : 

" The SorerBiKH Congress, witU the view of laying' down the 
conditions under which Foreign. 'Immigration is to be admit- 
ted into the Itepublic; and in compliancj wilh article 19 of 
the Constitutimi, hereby 

DEOEEES : 
Art, 1. To nil foreigners wishing to domiciliale in Hond uraa 
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are granted tlie rights enjoyed by the Natives under tlie laws, 
to which Immigrants shall be subject from the moment tliey 
acquire a domicit. 

ARt. 2, The foreigner who, within five yeara from the day he 
obtains his certificate of residence, shall positively cultivate 
some iiatronal' land, esCablishiug thei'eon permanent furms, will 
thereby acquire the right of property to said land, and shall 
moftover have the right of taking from other, contiguons Gov- 
ernment lands anch matevials as may be necessary. for the im- 
pr6vemeut of hia place. 

AsT. 3. Foreigners shall enjoy the privil^e of exemption from 
military service during a period of ten years, except in ca3e of 
national War to repel invasion ; and during four years shall not 
be reqiiii'ed to perform any civil duty. 

Abt. 4. Immigrants whose religious ci'eed may be different 
from the prevailing religion, may privately follow tlioir own 
religion and erect cemeteries for the dead. 

Art. 5. Immigrants shall not be subject, during eight years, 
to any tas or impost, nor have to pay fiscal duties for the intro- 
daction of machinery, tools, instruments and hooks for the use 
of their professional or industrial pursuits, 

Abt, 6. The Executive Power shall grant exclusive privi- 
leges to foreigners who may inveat or introduce machines, or 
useful improvements, not in use in this country. 

Art. T, At all times, foreigners free from all legal respou 
sibility shall be at liberty to imigrate and to dispose of their 
Is at their own will. 



Art. S. Immigrants who may take on lease private lands, oi 
farms, shall not be retluired to pay higher contributions than is 
usuallv reauired from natives.' 
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Art. 9. The benefits- grunted under .tbis law are understood 
to extend fll^u to immigrants from the Eepublics of Americo. 

Given in the Session Hall of the National Congress. Coma- 
yagua, February 26, 1866. Juan Lopez, D. P.— Carlos Ma^ 
iind, D. 8. — Jeronimo Zeiaya, D. 8. 

-, sKAi,. ^ A trae co])y : 

San Pedro. February 3, 18G8. 

J. EEYNAUII. 



Knowing that tlic Official Ganetfe of nil countries is sup- 
posed to reflect the sentiment of tlie (Jovernment, the following 
is inserted to give information that may be of value, or at least 
of interest to those who contemplate removing to Spanish Hon- 
duras. 

{Cop>a.] 
(Parrafo lomado del Toino flo, Kumsro IS, do La Oaecta Oflcial tie Ilonduraa.) 

Ehigrados Oultitadorbs y Emiorados Foljtioos. 

'■ Nuestra iudustria y nuesfra civilizacion que tanto reclaman 
cl adrenimiento de estrangeros paciflcos con designios de radi' 
carse en el pais, comienzan a recibir beneflcios de la emigraoion 
dc cultivadores, que andando-el tiempo daran a nuestras riqnezas 
naturales todo el valor que merecen y que boy se descouoce." 

" Ha veuido a las coslas di, Omoa nn uumero considerable de 
familias de loa Bstadoa Unidoa cou capitales y harramientas .; ae 
estan haoiendo plantneiones que bastante piometen, y se espera 
el continuado ingreso da otras families "Uientras tanto, se :ni- 
cian algunas contratas para la ejecuoion del proyectado Ferro- 
earril Inter-Oceanico, que como por encmto cambiara, cnando 
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se yeriflquo, la suerte de eate pais eatacionado y coraprimido 
entrc dos marcs por fcilta de una via ferrea que las coinutiique.'' 

" La Eepublica pues, pasados sus recieotes quebrantos por la 
guerra de Olaocho, toca una epoca en que eonienzaran a desar- 
rollarso sus incaiculables elemoutos de pto^peridad, bnjo lo? 
auspicios de la paz y de la nueva legislacion que hoy rije." 

" Aparte do las contratas que sancione el proximo Congreso, 
liay una ley baataute liberal pava atraer la inmigracion estran- 
gera, y ei Poder Bjecutivo esta faealtado para aumentar las coii- 
cesiones. En efecto, hay la mejor disposicion pai-a que asi se 
lealice ; pero eon tan pmdentes reservas, que en ningun case 
pnedan convertirse en amenazas o peligroa para la iiacion, los 
bieues que se dispeasen al elemento civilizador que pretends 
favoreceraos." 

" Por lo raismo cample al buen sentido con que Ira procedieii- 
dose en esta parte, que se* bien conocida de todos la politica del 
mismo Gobierao." 

" No 63 acepta,ble en bus determinaciones, el hecho de que se 
establescan colonias que aanman la aptltud de grupos eti que 
prevalezea la solaridad de «n eatrangerismo peligroso." 

" Tampoco seraii aceptablea los derechos eacluaivos en favor 
de algunaa nacioiies, greraioa o iiidividnos, que impidan a otros 
los comunes beneScios que las leyea del pais ofrecen a todos los 
emigrados paciflcos del mnndo." 

" En lo concerniente a k via ferrea, sera preferible el proycoto 
que en mejorea terminosbriode maa gai-antias depracticabilidad." 

" En orden a emigrados politiooade las veoinas Eepublicns, el 
Gobierno muy interesado en la paz de Oeiitro-America, cumplira 
con fldelidad los tratados que sobre la materia existen coa algu- 
nas de ellas ; y respecto de las que no medien paotos expresos: 
Lara que infiesiblemente se observe con sua respectivos eraigra- 
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dos lo que el Dereclio de Gentes previeiie, sin permitirl*;s que 
ejerzan liostilidadea contra sus gobteroos ; pero esto de tal modo, 
qne en casos itideSnidos, no se mfi'lnja la Coastitncioii de In 
Bepublica, por qae el Presidente de ella esta dispuesto a nostrner 
a todo trance ese codigo que le cupo en lionra k 
le dable hollarlo, por que en eso seria una 
culpable." 

Ea confovmo. 

San Prdbo, Febbbro II, 1868. 
J. REYNAUD, 



18.) 



" Our industry and civdwation su much in need of energetic, 
ssperienced and enterpiismg men alieady begin to give unmis- 
takable eviclencea of the immeDsa benefits to be derived by onr 
lountry from the adient and permanent settlement on onr soil 
>f the industnoas and enlightened immigrants whom the liberal 
lolicy of oar Government is now attracting to onr shores, and 
ifhose labors, we have no doubt, will soon soon render available 
he hitherto hidden and unprofitable treasures of our fertile soil. 
" A considerable number of immigrants provided with capital 
nd agricultural implements have already arrived from tiie 
Faited States, and the various plantations which here and there 
ave sprung up nnder then care, promising a just reward for 
leir labors cannot fail to insure the eontinued mflns of this 
airable class of population At the same time several con. 
-lots aie on fjot for the building ot the projected Inter- 
ceaiiic Enihoad, which will, when realized, t-hange, as if by 
cbantraent t!io fate of tin's country non bonnd and com- 
10 
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" The JEtepnbiic, tlien, free froni tlie recent troubles of the wa. 
of Olaocho, has now reached a period when, under the auspice 
of peace and a wise legislation, the incalculable resources of if 
soil will begin to develop. 

"Apart from the contracts which will be sanctioned by tl' 
nest Congress, there ia a law sufficiently liberal to attract fo: 
eigu Immigration, and the Executive Power is authorized t 
increase the concessions. In fact, the law contains the be 
dispositions for the realization ai this object ; but under su( 
prudent restrictions, that in no cose, can tlie beoefits and pri\ 
leges thus conferred, be converted into a dangerous power 
onr midst. 

" It ia therefore important for all parties to understaiici t 
tiue policy tf the Government on this subject. 

It is uDt in the spirit of that policy to tolerate the 
tablishment of colonies that would assume the attitude 
gioups in which would prevai! the solidarity of a dangeri 
(oieigmsm 

Ntithei slionld it be interpreted as granting rights or pr 
leges to certain nations, corporations or individuals, that wo 
esolude others from the common benefits which the laws of 
country offer to all peaceable immigrants from all parts of 

" In relation to the Eailroad, that plan will be most accept; 
that shall give the best guarantee of practicability. 

■' "With regard to polilJcal emigrants from [the aeighbo) 
Republics, the Government, much interested in the pi 
of Central America, will faithfully conform with the tret 
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wliicli exist between some of them and tbis Goveinmeiit ; and! 
ivitli respect to emigraats from those republics with whom we- 
lave QS yet no treaty, they shall he dealt with according' to the- 
itrictcst principles of roasoo and eqnity ; not permitting then* 
n any case to exercise hostilities agaiost their own govern- 
nent ; hut this, in such manner, that in cases not deSned, the 
jonstitntioQ of the Eepnblic shall not be infringed, for the 
'resident is determined to enforeo at a1! times the provisions of 
hat Instrument which he had the honor of sanctioning, -without 
eing at liberty to violate it. 
A true copy : 
SaiiPedro. February 11,5868. 

J. BETNAUD. 



The Council elected in 1867 eontiuiiod in uffiee till the IStii ol' 
ehruary, 18G8, when a now Council was elected, tlie following- 
intlemen being chosen ; Dr. (!. P. Prierson t.ie Presiding- 

Dr. G. P. I'riarson, D. P. Ferguson, 

W. B. Tindlo, Sr., L. G. Pirkle, 

ii. A. Haralson, A. J. Hill, Secry. 

In consequence of a difference of opinion existing betweeii the 
itliorities of San Pedro and Maj. Malcolm conccruing the 
ayoi-'a authority over, and right to grant titles to the towa 
ids as Agent of tlie Bm-ean of Emigration, the matter was put 
rest by the Major signing the following paper, which was- 
ide a matter of public record. 
(Copy.) 

"As I do not wish to be misunderstood or misrepresented, I 
reby repeat what I have stated to Dr. Prierson and others at 
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different times, that any one desiring to, settle on the District of 
land etiUed Medina, and which was conceded by the town of 
San Pedro in an oEBcial Act dated April 22, 1867, to settlers, 
have the ability, with my consent, to choose their location and 
150 acres (o a man of family and 100 acres to a single man,. and 
that they have the right to apply to the authoi'itiea of San 
Pedro for titles oi rely upon ray obtaining titles for them aa 
they may choose That I make no objection to any settler ex- 
cept on account of nnwoithiness to be established by me. The 
cost to be at the expense of each settler, niiless the Weneral 
Government decide that titles ore only ti be made by tiie 
authoiities of San Pedro and in that ease, I obligate myself 
to refund all such cjsta made to me In !lie event that the 
General Governmi,nt decide that titles to said lands slmll be made 
tLiougU other channels then I obligate myself to famish in- 
disputable titles without additionil coats, and in whatever 
manner the GovernmeDt may direct Having promised os a 
citizen of the conotry and w an oftcer of Government, to be 
contrjlkd in all th njf b> in ips. tia 

February 24, 1868. 

CSigned) G. MALCOLM. 

WiTKBSses : 

(Signed) G. P. Frieraon, 
W, J. Waltei-a, 
L. G. Pirkle. 

The following notice being' found posted, is copied for infor- 
mation. 

NOTICE. 

At a meeting of the Oity Council of Medina, February 24, 
the following resolution was passed : 
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'I'Lat. my one wishing a lot io Medina, can obtain the same 
by paying register fee, (one doliarj with the privilege oE buying 
an additional lot for tbe sara of 25 dollars ; provided the first 
lot be cleared off immediately and improved within siK months ; 
the second to ba cleared and improved within twelve months, 
A house tfl be erected on one of the lota within sis months. Tiie 
above privilf^ to close on Jane first. 

Pebtuai7 26,1868. 
(Signed) (i. P. FRIERSON', 

Ohairinau. 



The town of '-an Pidio is situated oi the plaiu ofSulft,in the 
departmeit of 'la.nta Barbaii and n about thirty miles from 
Omoa thougli the natives state the d stance to be about Ally 
miles. An a/lenpt has been made to describe the routs to it, 
and we will ' ow giie a short account of the town and tis aar- 
rouudnigs Ihe town is ceitamly mot delightfully situated, 
two and 1 halt mdes fiom the mountains On the west, whose tops 
are frequently enveloped in cloud'* and the varying hues of the 
vegetatiin on their slopes ae the sun rises and descends make a 
acenc that is constantly chaoging, and which is as pleasing as it 
is lovely. There are no cisterns or wells, the supply of water 
being brought from the Rio tie las Piedras, two and a half miles 
distant, and passes through the place by four little streams, 
through which it gurgles ovor pebbly bottoms, entirely shaded 
till it reaches the corporate limits of the place, pure, clear and 
cool from the mountains, 

By a regulation of the town the water is not permitted to be 
disturbed above a certain point, where the supply is obtained 
for culinary purposes and for drinking. The Cavildo (Court 
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house) ia eonatructed of large snn diiad bricks, or adobes, and is 
OOTered with tile, as ia also the church edifice and several other 
honses in the place, but most of the buildings have mud walk 
and are covered with bi-anchea of the Oahoon. Not a cliimney 
ja to be seen in the place ; not a pane of glms ; and only two 
pknk floors. Tlie houses are all one story. The country north, 
south and east of town ia cultivated in patches of from five to 
fifty acres, where the orange, plantain, banana, pine-apple aud 
other ffuiis may be found growing. From sun rise till noon it 
is best to keep in the shade as the heat is oppressive, bat after that 
time we have iie^er known a breeze to fad to spring up from 
the north, which pievails with gieiter or lets force till sun-set. 
It is a somewhat ami kible fact Uiit whei the thermometer 
indicates 70°-, tie tenperatme judging from the feelings, 
seems to be at lea'^t 10-^ lower The leist that can be said is, 
this is a lovely spot but the means of getting to it, and other 
objections that seem insuinioun table should, If possible, bo re- 
moved. Population from 500 to 600 200 of which are 
emigrants, and the lemaraSe mixed 

Tlie productions ot both Span ah Honduras and British Hon- 
duras are very much the same wilh the exception of cacao and 
«off'ee, both of which seem t} us bettei here than in British 
Honduras. Mahogany fustic log wood rose-wood, and other 
woods of value are abke common in both countries, as is also th< 
caoutchouc, or India rubber Most of the wood of both Spanisl 
Honduras and British Honduras will not split, and the fencing 
is' usually mode of logfl or the Pimento The folloWing wi 
were told would spbt tlioagb we saw ns rails in the country 
cedar, one kind of mahogany, laurel, jiibon, pine, (which grow 
on the mountains) and one kindofoaic (we saw only the liv 
oak.) Much of the timber is liable to be attacked by worn 
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and is unsuitcd to buildiug purposes. The following being used 
for houses ; codar, mahogany, black laurel, frijolea, oak, cabra- 
hatcha, and the mother of cacao ; the last being very fine for 
posts, as it is said to be as durable as ouv locnst. The Motate, a 
hedge plant, is used very estensively, (which we do not remem- 
bei- to hiive mentioned) which grows to the height of sis to 
eight feet, and resembles the tuft which grows on the top of the 
pine apple, with briers on each edge, and is impenetrable. 

It is a mistaken idea that fraita of most kinds can be had at 
all seasons of the year, and that they are superior to the same 
kinds imported into the United States. The banana and plan- 
tain are always to be had, as is also the orange, in some sections, 
but they are not snperior in flavor to the same fruits, imported, 
as it is necessary to gather them, escept the orange, in an un. 
ripe state, oven here, to prevent their destruction by birds. The 
pine apple is perhaps snperior in flavor when left to ripen on 
the plant, that being the opinion expressed by many, though we 
could discover but little, if any difference. There are no peaches 
no pears, no apples and we hardly think any one would exchange 
those fruits for all that are raised in Hondaras. There are two 
fibrous plants that are worthy of mention, which are extensively 
used by the natives though comparatively little ia prepared for 
export. The "Pete," or siik grass; and the "Mascal." 
From the first fish lines and hammocks are made, and from the 
second, cordage. The fibre is almost precisely like the Manilla, 
being equally stronij, and is prepared without " water rotting," 
These plants so closely resemble the " MntaU" in appearance 
thixt they are often mistaken for it. 

o-.^.3!vi:e:. 
In British Honduras but little game was seen, but in Spanish 
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Honduras can bo found tlie deer, turkey, a species of grouse, 
aud the Qudm which is a bird not unlike the pea fowl, but a 
little smaller ; also rabbits, quails and pigeons. 



While the waters of the sea furnish fish in abundance aud in 
great variety, Ihej were not found to he plentiful in the streams 
in eiflier country we visited. 

I3XTTIES. 
The Import duty ia 40 per cent on all things but liquor, that 
being 30 per eent ; 10 per cent of the 40 per cent has to be 
paid in coin, and 30 per cent in Government paper, which re- 
duces it to abont 15 per cent in coin. On liquor, 20 per cenl 
has to be pdd in coin, and the balance in Government papir. 
Export duty 6 per cent. There is no duty on anything 
brought into the counti7 by emigrants for their own use. 
Exports and Isiforts. 
'I'he annual exports are about as follows : Imports being 
about the same as exports in amount. 

Exports. — Mahogany, and other woods $300,00( 

Bullion 250,00( 

Oattie - 150,001 

" Indigo, sugar, hides, tobacco and sarsa- 

parilb 250,001 

- ToittI $950,00( 

Tbe revenues, of the country amount to about 8300,000. : 
large portion of which is derived from the sale of Agaardienli 
{native runi) and tobacco, both of .which are Government mon 
opolies. 

Most of the money in circulation is the Macam or cut monej 
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though th^ce" is now considerable Amei-ieaii coId to be seen, 
which passes for its full value, except the dime and half dime. 

Ihe (jOiPinment is popular iiid representative and composed 
of three distinct p7we:s vi? I/'sialative, Bxecutire, and Judi- 
cial The first residiHg in the General Assembly, the second in 
the Piesident and the third in the Courts, 

The religion is the Roman Catltolic to the exclusion nf all 
ollieis The following beng an extract from the Oonstitutioo 
of thi (.ountri on thj,t subject 

Oapitilo 3*^- 

DLL GOBIBENO T DB. LA RELIGION. 

Art. T"-— K1 Gobierno de la Eepnblica es popular ve- 

IJres^'iitativo ; y se ejei'cera por tres J^pik'i'cs distintos ; Jjegisla- 

tivo, Ejecutivo y Jadicial. 

Art. 8*' — La Religion de la Eepnblica es la Cristiaua, 
Ciitholica, Apostolica Roman, coo exclusion del ejeroicio publico 
Je cualquiera otra. El Gobierno la protege ; pero ni cate ni 
iutoi'idad alguiia tendran iutervencion en el ejerciclo privado de 
aa Otras que se eatablezoan en el pais, si esfas no tienden a de- 
>riniii' la dominante y a alterar el oiden publico. 

Pcraons born in the state, or any state of Central America 
,i-e recognized as citizens. Fore^nera may acquire the right by 
ct of tlie Leij-islature, but as soon as they declare their intention 
-J become citizpiiR are entitled to the protection of citizens. 
All citizens over the age of 21 are entitled to vote, but after 
le year 1870 only those who can read and write will be entitled 
> that privilege. Any one convicted of a crime is deprived of 
le right of suffrngo. Foreigners become naturallKsd by marry- 
g in the stale, or by holding a given amount of property. 
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The price osually paid for men, field liands, is from five to 
seven dollars per month and their, pro vis ion, and from eight to 
ten wben they feed themselves. For a cook woman, $3 00 per 
month. For washing {family of fonr) $2 00 per month— wash- 
ing not done on the premlaes ; for a girl 12 years of ^e, from 
«! 00 to SI 50 per month ; and for boys of the same age S3 00 
per month. As is the case in British Honduras, laborers and 
seiTants are scarce, and the few to be fouud are seldom anxious 
to hire. We do not know of a family of emigrants at Ban Pedro 
provided with native servants, they doing their work in most 
cases themselves ; though there may be some. 

I30I,a:ESTI0 A.EIlA.3Nra-El.^BrJTS. 

We liavo said tliere is not a chimney at San Pedro ; tbis is 
the case also in British Honduras except in the towns. The 
contrivance for cooking ia a platfoi'm raised about two feet, on 
which clay to the depth of six inches is placed, and at one side, 
or rather edge, several little horse-shoe or seini-circalar fire 
places are made on which to placo the cooking vessels. It is 
astonishing to see how small a qnantity of wood is necessary to 
cook a meal by this arrangement. A lady who has lived here 
for several years informed me she preferred these- fire places to a 
cook stove. Such a thing as a bucket is not to be seen ; porous 
earthen jars being used instead, the constant evaporation from 
the surface of which reduces the temperature of the water several 
degrees. On the table, earthen bottles of a similar material are 
used instead of pitchers, The women ai-e the most superior 
washers, yet a wash tub is not used, but what is called a Batiea, 
which is a tfay, varying in size, but usually two feet and a half 
in lengtli by one and a half in width. For tlie benefit of bach- 
elors we will state that they have no use for a wash board, and 
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tbat only thirty-seven and a liiilf cents per dozen is charged for 

washing when soap is fiiraished them, and one dollar if the 

clothes are stai-ehed and ironed. Their work iti this line ought 

to be well done, for onr experience (before we commenced doing 

Pd they required one day to wash, 

d d rom one to two more t« bring ic 

li ece wr a dozen. It seems almost 

ffl ss do anything where two caii be 

m g ds the calabash while another 

f being tied to a fore leg of tiie 

h d can be bought for, fcom o to 

d d e from San Peiro. Horses and 

m tmall, and vary in price from 15 

d te ng paid for snch animals as can 

be boi^bt with us for the same suni in different funds. The hogs 
are vei-y Jine aid can be bought low ; pork selling: for 3 cents 
per pound. This is no country for sheep, but the goat seems to 
do very wpU. 

We did not see, during our sta.y in Spanish Honduras, a single 
snake — though they ace said to be numerous. There are Some 
bottle-flies, but not so many as in British Honduras, and in 
certain localities sand flies are very numerous and annoying. 
While we saw no mosquitoaa at San Pedro, if it is desired to 
see them in their moat gigantic proportions, take a trip on the 
Ohenilicoii. During our stay on that river they proved them- 
selves to be the largest, strongest, most persistent in their efforts 
to annoy, carriedjthejsharpest weapon, and used it mote vigorous- 
ly than any it ha(l|ever before been oar misfortune to encounter. 
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Ants are both very large aad namerouSi and those wlio succeed 
in establighing a kitclicn garden, and in enjoying tbe fruit of 
their labor tbus bestowed, consider themselves very fortunate. 

OTJTflT FOE I3:03SrX>TJEl-AS. 

Having fonnd that me made more tban one mistalte in this 
respect, will state that our linen clothing was found uot suited 
to the climate, as we were freqnently uncomfortably cool, and it 
would have been better if tbin woolen raatei'ial had been selected 
instead. We were induced to purchase "Moccasins" at Belize, 
and found them to be of little service, though they are worn by 
men engaged in cutting for export the woods of the country, and 
by a very large proportion of tbe natives. If we had provided 
ourselves with a pair of good hoots, it would have been much 
better. We also found that cotton socks did not answer a good 
purpose, and it would have been better had we been provided 
with those made of wool. It is best to have all articles that are 
to be ciirried to Snn Pedro, in packages of ooe hundred pounds, 
when it ca,n be done, as_two hnndred 'pounds is a load for a 

American silver coins, with tlie exception of dimes and half 
dimes, pass in both British Honduras and Spanish Honduras, 
for their full value, and in British Honduras 2i per cent is al- 
lowed for American Gold Jcoin in making purchases, in con- 
formity to law of the connti7, though it can frequently be sold 
for 3 or 4 per cent. The English shilling will pass for as much 
as an Araericau quarter, which fact having been ascertained by 
us before we left New Orleans, an ample supply of that coin 
was provided. 

'J'ha town of OmOEi has Iks than owe thousand iuhabilanis. 
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and coutaiaa no buildings wortliy of note, most of tlie houses 
being Olio story, thougli some ara corei-ed wifb tiles and some 
witb corrugated ii'on. The system of clBanliness in operation at 
Belize, is uiilinown iiere, and even lioga arc slauglitered in tlie 
streets. 

Commandant of Onioa, Gen'I Phil. Espinoza. 

American Consul :.., .Charles Pollin. 

Belgian and British Consul J. F. Debrot. 

French Consul ~— St. Laurent. 



o oisrcLTTSZorT. 

Though it would be pleasant to continue these pages, and give 
a more detailed account of the fruits, v^f ablea and minei^s o f 
the lauds we visited, yet. feeling that we have already written 
tiX) much to simply convey an idea of the country, must draw to 
a cloae. It has been our purpose from beg'inning to end, to give 
a fair and candid statemerit a( facU, and to endeavor to enable 
all, lo see a\ vie saw, feeling satisfied they can draw satisfactory 
inferences therefrom. Much has been written concei'nlng Hon- 
duras, that presented the appearance of speculation, and not 
nafrequently bij Spsculalors, and comparatively little informa- 
tion of a detailed character has been given, ivhicli induced 
us to adopt a plan that we hope will not fail to convey a 
better 'idea of the country than has up to this time been at' 
tainable without malsing a trip. This, to Uie Iiest of our 
ibility, we have endeavored to do, even at the riali of repeti^ 
lion. Whatever may be the pecuniary condition of people, 
;«e saw no one in Honduras, who left the United Stales, 
vhose condition iu that respect appeared enviable, and met but 
me person who had more money than he aixived tliere with. 
)li the contrary, the emigrant lives in the aimplest iiianiier, and 
■ XI. 
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we were informed by a gentleman at San Pedro, who was ia a 
position of iudepedence once in the States; that for many days his 
family Iiad not l)Geu provided with meat, and that he liad no 
raoaey even to purchase many articles of prime necessity, much 
ieffl one of Insiu'y — tliongh beef can be bonght for three Cents 
per pound and pork at the same price. It ia true a very great 
inistalie \vas made at Saa Pedro, in planting cotton to the 
almOat entire exclusion of everything else, and the crop being 
destroyed by the Army Worm, -and all their means being es- 
lianated, they were compelled throiJ gh necessity to exercise the 
moat rigid economy. Very few have thus far erected hoaaes^ 
and are now paying for buildings of one room, from 5 to 8 dol 
lars per.montii. 

It has been said of both British and ^Spanish Honduras, thai 
certain crops can be made of a given quantity, and two crops it 
a your leithoul cidltvatwn. This brings up for consideration th< 
fitness of those countries for agricultural and Horlieultura 
purposes. We have already stated there is much good . land ti 
be found, but we saw a much larger proportion than we ex 
pocted of what seemed very sandy. All seeds and plants must b 
planted at the commencement of, or during tho rainy seasoi 
which in a great measui'c prevents cultivation onaccoiintofrai) 
ifcontinuous, and weave of the opinion that if cultivation 
carried to the same extent it was in the States before the wa 
and all grass and weeds removed, the sun "will in many locaUtif 
so parch the soil, that but little wiilbe produced where mu( 
may be expected. This is ilot liable to be the case with sags 
cilne, rice, tlie plontain nor banana ; the fii'st two covering t 
ground wlUi a mass of vegetation, and the last two entire 
shading it around the treea with their broad leave; and there 
retaining moifit.n re lit the earth. Tt is the custom with t 
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natives tu iiiiltiviil« a pieijo of gi-OQiiil for oub or twu ymfS, and 
theci lo uloii' aiiotlief field, unci abandon the first, na it in often 
eaaiei' to olear iv new piece than tlie old, on acconnt of tbe 
gtowtli whioli makes ita appeavanoe on a field that has been 
planted being more difficult to remove. Another reiBon wus 
g'ivon by th6s8 who Iiave had esperienee in cultivating that soil, 
which was, that in a very .few years the sort becomes exhausted 
to some extent, and it would prove more profitable to change. 
How will it be with sugar-cane, that (as is the case with all 
plants containing sacoharino niattei-), draivs very heavily on 
the soil ! In Honduras there is no i-ffiit for land that is planted 
in cane, for as soon as a cane is cut another tpringa up i-egard- 
IcBs of season, and we would asic, will not this constant and 
excessive drain soon exhaust one or more constituent elements of 
the soil, necessary to the growth of the plant ? Tliere is no land 
sorich that it wiil never bscome poor, and good cultivators of 
the soil have always found it to ba profitable to rotate crops, 
snd to feed their land before it becomes hungry and to rest it 
tefore it became weary. In the United States, vegetation is 
dlled by frost, but in Honduras there is a constant growth of 
iomathing on the soil, which is greater on land under tendance 
;lian on that covered with its primeval growth. 

I'hero can be no question that the " Eternal Summer " which 
)i-evails in Honduras will be monotonous to a degree that wiil 
n-ove anything but pleasant. To ns, autumn has ever been the . 
-lost interesting season of the year, ' the sere and yellow loaf in- 
ieating a repose of the vegetable kingdom, and nevw foiled to 
.waken thoughts of a pleasant character, and faelinga of rever- 
Lice. The sighing of the winds of winter through the lattice, 
le cheerful fireside, with the domestic scene it is unnecessary 
J deseribe, make a picture most of us are familiar with, but is 
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